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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum — 

Mr. W. C. Sullivitr^ 


Toiler _ 
DtLojact 





D. Deloach 
C. Sullivan 

E. Bishop 


date July 2, 1969 


FROM 


G. C. J&o: 


■4<^ 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER ISnG, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMJNISM 


1 

1 

1 



Mr. G. 
Mr, J. 


Pursuant to your request there is bH€ forth below the 
information concerning thediaeemination and subsequent recall 
of a document captioned^jn omnunlsm and the Negro Move ment - A 
Current Analyst si* da tea 10/16763. 






The above document was disseminated on a ^^^ecret < 
basis to the Attorney General, with a copy each for the Deputy 
Attorney General and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall 
and J. Walter Yeagley. In addition, a copy each was sent to 
P, Kenneth O’Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, Dean Rusk, 
Secretary of State, John McCone, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Sj Agency, Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of Defense, Rear Admiral 
Rufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence, Major General 
jAlva R. Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence, * 

J Brigadier General John S. Samuel, Director of Special Investigations 

ffor t * ie A * r Force and General D. M. Shoup, Commandant of the Marine 

Corps. The dissemination was recommended and approve^ by memoranda 
>- dated 10/1 5/fe3 captioned "Communism and the Negro Mov emen t- - 
: ^ A Current Analysis,** and 10/18/63, same caption, both from 
Mr. W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont. (Xerox of each attached). 

The dissemination to General Shoup was authorized by memorandum 
dated 10/25/63 from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
captioned ’’Request From Commandant, Marine Corps, for Top Secret 
Document Entitled ’Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current 
Analysis,’” (Xerox attached). Skaddition^ on an Informative Note 
dated 12/2/63 (Xerox attached) tftKfcVrAs 
Secret summary was made available to President Jot 
Mr. DeLoach and it was returned the next day. 4 ^ 

***" By memorandum dated 10/25/63 (Xerox attached? ^ 

Director, John Edgar Hoover to Messrs.' Tolson, Eex mu B e ^ DeLoach 

I Rosen and Sullivan, the Director stated that the Attorney General 
felt we should get back all copies of the document captioned 
TT f^YinTnvmj^sm and the Negro Movement - A Current Analysis” datecj 9 
\ 107l6/63. s 



s<t 3f 


In accordance with the Director’s instructions. 


were retrieved from the in dividuals' tr> vrhnrr^ frhftY w re _dis_se ffiinat£at 
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UNITED SI AXES GOV El' 

Memoranda 


Sullivan 


date: 10 - 15-63 


Zf 


Trottvt 

Tilt. Room _ 
tagroun 


COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT-- ALLiNFO 
A CURRENT ANALYSIS 




V The enclosed article is a factual, documented \ ^ 

J analysis of the over-all current situation. We believe 
* that it would be of interest not only to the Attorney General 
but also to Mr. O’Donnell; at the White House; Mr. McCone, at 
the Central Intelligence Agency; Mr. Rusk, at the Department 
of State; as well as to Mr. McNamara and the three Armed Force 
intelligence agencies of the Defense Department. Accordingly, 
if the article as prepared is approved, we propose to dis- 
seminate it to the afore-mentioned individuals and agencies. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

* 

That the enclosed article be approved. If approved, 
v it should be returned to the Domestic Intelligence Division 
\ for preparation of appropriate letters of transmittal. 

\/ _§ * ^<7*, 

KM’- Mr. Belmont \/ * /W f /‘ 


Mr. Belmont _ * V 

1 - Mr. Sullivan CW) • 

A ‘ 1 - Mr. Baumgardner MsTf. ^ 

1 - Mr. Bland M 

I 1 - Research - Satellite Section 


Q : T CDB: 

M 6, m =•.••" /V/ 

a?- 


trj 


dww j- 


^ ,..:>.RECX IP a. 


■e OCT 23 


3(ols v 


t 




I J 

EH^ME 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVEI^MENT 


d 


A. K. Belmont 


(L 


W. C. Sullivan 

- ' - /!/'■ 




.A 


date: 10-18-63 


/ ^ f ;. 



0 


i 


subject: Y COMMUNISM AND THE NE G RO_MOV E ME N T - - 

"">Tcurrent'anAlys^ ~~ ' 


Re my memo in captioned matter 10-15-63, attached, in 
I which it was recommended and approved that we disseminate the . M 
prepared analysis regarding communist activities and the Negro movement 
| on a select basis to individuals and agencies set forth in referenced merno. 

; co 

Attached are appropriate letters of transmittal for. 
dissemination. Through them, v/e are sending a copy of the analysis to 
the Attorney uenerai, with a copy each for the Deputy Attorney General, 
and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall and J, V/alter Yeagley. 

In addition, a copy is being sent as an enclosure to attached letters for 
P, Kenneth O' Donnell, Special Assistant to the President; the Honorable 
Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable John A. McCone, Director of 
Central Intelligence Agency; the Honorable Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of [ 
Defense; Rear Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence; ; 

Major General Alva, R. Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligenp 
and Brigadier General John S, Samuel, Director of 
for the Air Force. ^ |'f}pOKM> f!0i4 GO* !i 

herein is ^clasot . 

. > w- ■ f V r 

lit That the attached letters be approved and sent^ « 


RECOMMENDATION: 

A 

/ ... 

f Enclosures 

I } CDB:jej -V'j 
"(10) ' 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr. EJjUiis 
1 - Mr. Sumvan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Bland - 
1 - Mr. D. J, Brennan 
1 - Mr. W, Smith 
1 - Section tickler 
1 - Mr. C. D, Brennan 



€ CC 


ENCLOSE 


£y 






•j In accordance with General Shoup’s request, a copy was 

-furnished to Major Marshall on 10/24/63. Major Marshall was impressed 
, with the extremely sensitive nature of the information set forth 
in the document and was appropriately admonished to insure that , /H 
proper security is afforded it. 


<y 


ACTION: 




For ‘information. 


LPK:mls~(6)^i'l 
1-Mr, Belmont 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Kr. R. W. Smith 
1-Mr. Keenan 
1-Liaison 
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2tt™ ORMjAT,0N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 9 • H4i * 

~ 


r ^Jomestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached is Atlanta teletype 
12/5/63 indicating Martin Luther 
King will meet with President 
Johnson 11:30 a.ra., 12/3/63. 

Also attached is the summary, N 
•'Communism and the Negro Movement— 
A Current Analysis,*’ which we pre- 
pared on King. This memorandum 
was disseminated and later all 
copies were recalled, at request 
of the AG. 

This information re King will be 
of vital interest to the President 
Y/e suggest that Walter W. Jenkins, 
Assistant to the President, be 
orally briefed by Assistant Director 
DeLoach regarding the background 
of King. The attached TOP SECRET 
summary contains data which may be 


f\ summary contains 
/ utilized to ^ |he 
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October 25, IjC 


to re • •»• 

*•*-»• 4. ^ -VO 

. r'C-'r. 

a «■* ‘ • ^ i-Ui*w a 

i'.C.L „i\ 

- 1 • cUoj-il 


, f . , ./* fV calk-d -nd advised »}, - thez *» -^c 

V;U. ■;■■<, -Mr.. ‘;V‘;7 iy r.‘*\ **~^i*a agencies tv t-uc 

vc;..'. 1 ,: OoU" u ! ?t Lik ^o-r^oa 

c t-> or-,.. 1 - -' f ,5, »^V c r ** rhc ” !:i t:.::- uU . v >L .-„ 

.-■ ", " l '. - .^-rS to y/hiiii t.ty wc.V :i\ < 

tci ; *rr"V ’ d' v; °-^ 1 ' 

.- voc ;:..i p> ro «.!& ^ 

' M - ^a%:ria uxi2u^: eru^fid. 


tcattiivc^ i:\>.u L-^r. 


t0 •>* “ a c; i«b Oocmuttk. 


. 1 J c ' - ,; ! ‘ 0i « •*> Ct-iK: i ?. i ruiis j 

i-.ii-.iiiLf also. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ trui, yrnrs, 

herein is unclassified L^ r /m^ 

DATE2omLBY5mM>iti^ J - L *- 2^-77 
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. Mr. DcLoach 
. Mr. Mohr 
. Mr. Bishop 
_ Mr. Gale 
_ Mr. Rosen 
_ Mr. Callahan 
_ Mr. Casper 
_ Mr. Conrad 
_ Mr. Felt 
_ Mr. Sullivan 
_ Mr. Tavel 
_ Mr. Trotter 
_ Mr. Beaver 
_ Miss Gandy 
_ Miss Holmes 
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_ Records Branch 
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Mr, Gale. \ 

Mr. lloscni — 

air. Sullivan — 
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Mr Truucr. 

Tele. Hoorn 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


See Me 
Send File 
Please Call Me 


For appropriate action 
Note and Return 


Clyde Tolson 
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Clyde To Is on 
Associate Director 
Federal Bur ecu of 
Justice Department 
Washington , D.C. 
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ORIGINAL FILED IN 


June 19, 1969 - *. ■ 

Tiiouj; h t you ' 

d th .; follow inr, , ilt- “ti rds . • 


MlfilkcS; 


IBcwI^cd 


o 7 


FBPs lapping 
of King phones 

'■ r \ 

L J 


The FBI has a lot more explaining to do about Its motives 
\ for spying on the late Ur. Martin Luther King. 

\ It has publicly described as "malicious" a column written 

by Car] Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King’s : 

phones. 

Tk Clyde Tolson, associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 

was done !or "national security" reasons, with the approval 
or the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn’t come even close to telling It. I 

I ONE THING IT DOESN’T EXPLAIN, is the following Inch 1 
dent: I 

About four years ago. an ex-FBI agent I knew asked roe to 
jom him lor a round ol golf. 

1 AHer the round, we sat In the clubhouse chatting. He 

worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety ol electronic 
” eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 

phone, they had planted listening devices In hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. Ktng. * < 

He gave me some examples 

They were very persona) things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know alxmt. If 
you buRged almost anyone's bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to % 
know about. v 

/ • . BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me l 
reuected in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, ' 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 4 
Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil j 
rights Crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic importance. j 

I asked the ex-FBI agent If hla Information was merely 

H gossip or if he was sure about it. j 

He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover In Washington and ( 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file, 
f* It was not uncommon, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
■ J ; let in on such things. 

Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things he 

/ told me. And I was. But not tor the reasons he assumed. 

The shocking part of k was that he was actually sitting . 
there telling me such things. I 

They were none of my business, and they were none of his f 
business. They were nobody's business but Dr. King's. f 

: IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLTNGING, On a level with the 
; low est scandal magazines and transom-peeking publications. . 

' There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 

; it was being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 

I King. 

The same type rj have since learned, occurred In 

{* <Hh|, emev whu a ,U, 

The same type of thing, I have since learned, occurred in 
f-, f other cities, with other newrroen. 

2X^4 And It doesn't take much imagination to figure out why. 
I' 0 >i Dr. King and Hoover had engaged to a furious public quar- 

.. t jet. Hoover, quite denrlv. did not like Dr. King 
3 ^ j That's why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- 

w Manation, 

tir if the wiretapping was being done for national security, I 

■-T resume that it should have been kepi a big secret. * 

T~. iTTV’ r Secret? How much of a secret was it If a newspaper cel- 
-T fVumnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping 7 Or if a for- 

35 , m er agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

>r (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
M given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
* — t • j highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
vj I powerful man,) 

r- ZTD T. AKD is THE PURPOSE OF SUCH oHlcial eavesdropping . _ 
- r , 0 V to gather spile material, transom peeking tidbits that will be j ^ 
"- 1 v whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? j 1 

> ZrT ' T | i;iL of course. Is the greatest dnnpcr from Big P ’Other , ^ 
— \U Lu and his big car. j r . 




^ \bout four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew a?’ M me to 
him for a round of golf. - j 

After the round, we sat In the clubhouse chatu ,.g. He 
worked the conversation around to Dr. King. | 

' ' He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic ■ 
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his ^ 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

■ The result, he said, was a very thick Hie on Dr. King. * * 

He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to % 
know about. I 

' BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me l 

“renected in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, * 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. «i 

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely 
gossip or if he was sure about it. 

] j He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
1 1 ' bad been briefed on the contents of the King file. 

[4 It was not uncommon, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
jl let in on such thing's. .. 

Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things be 
told me. And I was. But not for the reasons he assumed. 

The shocking part of h was that he was actually sitting 4 
there telling me such things. / 

They were none of my business, and they were none of hi* 
business. They were nobody’s business but Dr. King’s. M 

IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLINGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal -magazines and transom-peeking publications. . 

There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
it was being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 

The same type dUh imgrf have since learned, occurred in 

other cities, w’iii other itsvsr/.ea. 

- King. 

The same type of thing, I have since learned, occurred in 
. * other cities,' with other newsmen. ; 

And It doesn’t take much Imagination to figure out why. j 
Dr. King and Hoover had engaged in a furious public quar- j 
-H lei. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. i 

[ That’s why I suggest the FBI hasn’t given an adequate ex- ; 
^ planation. 

]f wiretapping was being done for national security. I , . 
-j. ^’resume that Ustould have been kept a- big secret. j , 

Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col- j . 
r Ow umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a for- ; „ 
-£ ■ mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

^ (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 

C 44 given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
— J A highly respected investigator. He is today a famous ar.d ^ 
powerful man.) i 

5 T AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping » 

^ ^ to gather spile material, transom-pecking tidbits that w:U be j ^ 
' ^ whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? 

: J j That, of course, is the greatest danger tram Big Broker 
! Lu . and his big ear. . . .... c , 

I — If that’s what Dr. King’s file was used for, then FH gl-.dl> 
second Rowan’s suggestion that Hoover he replaces. 

The scandal-shect business should be left to private indus- ^ 

try. 
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„■ dear C . ,: 4 ; 

'* you for your extension of remarks 
ch a;pc- r;^ <r, C or gr or, sionol Eecord of June 24th. 

• — th:'"ght\U of you to comment as you did and 

vc in: cri?-5 into lie record the article from ”The Eve- 
- -S £«.r M oi June 10th concerning the MarJiixJiUtliet- 
Jr> , vrirc tap controversy. 

i certainly appreciate your continuing staunch 
.peert and U means a great deal to me. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


1 - Oklahoma City 


SSK 85 




NOTE: Congrpssm m Edmondson is on the Special Correspondents List 
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- ' '.;>f :v reported tho 

of ft amttrAUbi) Kv’klft had Ju*t 
Kennedy in which UiC Attorney 
Lid about the feasibility of in- 
i' tcctrnnic devlrr;i on Kin g's telc- 

;«•; headed th« Southern Christian 
-• Conference. 

snub. . I'tuTlvM. 

.*>•, seconding to Ute Evan* memo, 
:-.«rnfd About report* thM Kin; vu 
„ unseat of Mftrtltm. that he was associating 
. a New York aiiorrtcy with known Oom- 
- it connections, but that he did not 
’}' capouac Marx it pi brcaiL.e of his rc- 
beliefs. The Evans memorandum In- 
^ .cak'd Kennedy wanted to know If It wa* 
.ethnically feasible to uie electronic devices 
. - t prove or disprove there allegation*. 

1 f The Evans memo said Evans replied to 
' Kennedy that King was ft man who traveled 
almost constantly and that it was extremely 
c:.T.c-:lt to use wire Laps eflcctlvcly in such 
n cac*. 

- ' ' Hoover told The SLar that FBI officials Also 

Tr.formcd Kennedy at that Umc that they 
i coubted the Advisability of undertaking 
electronic surveillance of Dr. King because 
of possible political repercussions. 

However, the second memorandum cited 
, by Hoover shows that on October 7. 10G3. the 
EDI chief reponed to Kennedy that It was 
then technically feasible to apply wiretaps 
to King's telephones at two place*, one of 
them at an unnamed location in New York, 
i That memorandum constituted the FBI's 
i request for authority to proceed with the 

] wiretap proposed by Kennedy four month* 

• before. The document bear* in the lower 
left-hand cdkner the signature. "Robert P. 
Kennedy.’* and under the name the date 
-10-10-C3" 

Hoover did not Indicate to The Star when 
the iurvclllanco wa* starved but salt! the 
l, taps were discontinued on April 30, 1DC5. At 
1 that time Nicholas KatzcnbAch wa* serving as 
Attorney General. 

; Asked about the mulls of the electronic 
surveillance today. Hoover declined com- 

S ment. 

J The Fill director told The Star: "I have 
j never authorized Installation of technical 
i electronic device* without written Authority 

\ Of the Attorney General." 

! Today's disclosures climaxed a long smol- 
! Bering controversy over the role of the FBI, 
a subordinate bureau of the Justice Depart- 
ment. in using wiretap* or other electronic 
; device* in investigative m-'ters. The matter 
, came to a head Sunday when Carl Itowan, a 
columnist for The SLar. charged that the FBI 
had no authority to wiretap Dr. King’* ecn- 
vcreatlona, lie quoted former Attorney Gen- 
eral Ramsey Clark, who succeeded Katzen- 
bach, as saying "the implication that peo- 
ple tiuiught Dr. King was a security tl treat Is 
btitragruuw." 

The Kuwait charge* prompted A»w»el»lO 
FUI Direr tor Clyde A. Tolnon to write to 
Rowan early this week defending legality of 
the King wlrcLaps. 

"For your Information." Toison said in his 
letter. "Use wiretap on Marlin Luther King, 
Jr., was specifically approved in advance In 
writing by the late attorney general of the 
United States. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy." 

Tr'on added tliat the monitoring device 
was “strictly in the field of internal security 
Aud thereforo was within the provision laid 
, down by the President of the United States;* 

" : Evans, now a Washington lawyer, wa* en 

route to Puerto Rico today and could not 
bo reached for comment. However, Tuesday 
night Evan* said he nad no jvc’l’ee’len of 
whether a wiretap Authorisation, auected a* 
Xing had ever been, involved, i$_ hlf .fi i^cufr, 
Sion with Kennedy. feiXETjfJXi 

Aide* to Sen. lidws.d *£. Kennedy. D-kfa**., 
A*U.t WwtnV »*• tmv* n« fbirtiiuut *a 


.V - . poVcrl Kelt: 

. . days that. CL 

• -'rai a/ ter the a. ' ' v..' I r. • " 

Js,;.n V. Kennedy, the attorn . 
terci.t In some of his Offiri 
flagged. However, the at*—-: 
nenriy Us week* after Rnbei : Ki 
tike authorization fur the K;n; 
Hoover and Kcmr-iy.. ■ • ■ 


m *EV-.h* >.,>• . f »hcr. 

Kennedy made public :. Fe‘ r >- r/SlOdG. Setter 
to him from Evan* which madOHj^ff’Sc- 
that the use of hidden microphones^* not 
Kennedy's responsibility but suggested he 
may have directly approved the u»e of wire- 
taps on phone*. That letter said the FI»I /lent 
national security wiretap requot# to Ken- 
nedy for approval. 

It 1* reliably reported that Kennniy wa r. 
reminded by the KD1 that It still had In 1 U 
Die* tho authorization* signed by him a* 
Attorney General for telephonic wiretaps. 
However, Hoover did not dUclo: c at that 
time any names of person* under wiretap 
surveillance with Kennedy's Approval. 

At that stage. Kennedy and Hoover broke 
orr the public exchange of charges as If by 
mutual consent Thu wa* regarded partly 
as due to Kennedy's rcahzauon#th-t hi* 
signed authorization* were tun mvDI Dies, 
partly to the FBI’* desire not to have special 
attention drawn to it* investigative tech- 
niques nor to engage in a battle with the 
Kennedy forces that could have political 
overtone*. 

The Justice Department on Tuesday de- 
clined a direct an*wcr when Asked for doc- 
umentation of Toison'* contention in hi* 
letter to Rowan. But earlier thl* month, a 
Justico Department spokesman said Hoover 
was “accurate in every respect" in his re- 
peated abatements tliat all wiretaps were 
being authorized In advance nnd In writing 
by the Attorney Genera] during the time- 
span or the controversy. 

A Justice department spokesman, asked 
today if Attorney General John X. Mltehc'.’. 
had given Hoover permission to discus* the 
content* of secret document* of the King 
wircupplng. replied simply, “no comment." 

However, the spokesman recalled that the 
Attorney general had declined to authorise 
disclosures in court of tho basic authority 
for the wircupplng. Such disclosure* had 
been demanded by defense lawyers in the 
Houston draft evasion hearing for former 
boxing champion Cruslus Clay. It was during 
that hearing that the King wiretapping was 
officially revealed for the first ttyjp*. 


enclokbs m*' 
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... Mikt Royko . |Mr ,-, r . 

Detroit Free Press HEREIN lb H ; '/ • * ^ 

Detroit, Michigan DAT£5-4/-f/ ^ 

Subject: Your article appearing 6/19 re r ±s Jl- . . 


Dear Mr. Royko: A , ' , , 

/) -V > < 

Your article (copy enclosed) suggests your observ: 
for wiretapping Dr. King might be a) Mr. Hoi', •: 
King (par F) and b. ) Mr. Hoover resorted to c.s.-.u 
go into the scandal sheet business (par G). 


- an aiialynis 


the motive 


agency to 


Have you asked your lockeroom contact ii the motive for wiretapping 
was "national security". Have you asked him the nature of the 
"national security"? Maybe you feel these questions are not important 
to your report of your lockeroom experience. 

If the purpose of the wiretapping was national security and 
If national security should be kept Secret (as you suggest par. F) 

And you had club house experience where the matter was discussed 
in some intimate details, and yfet you did not find out what the motive 
was for the wiretapping (par A); then I would suggest your contact 1 

maintained his obligation of secraecy for the wiretapping. \p 

% 

As a matter of national policy do you think: ^ 

a. Mr. Hoover should make public "national security" details V 

of investigations ? 

b. To whom should he make these motive known'? f 

(1) you acknowledge your contact and other trusted ex-agents \^> ''i 

were "let in on such tilings' (par B). 

You state (par C) "a famous man's imperfections don’t shock me". 

This characteristic is admirable and one of a mark of perfection for 
yourself. Thus, you shouldn't be shocked at the imperfection of yoor 
lockeroom contact (par D) for his not being immune to being effected 
by reveMflfeps of famous men's im perfection. 

I would suggest you contact your lockeroom contact to determine if 
the wiretapping h?-; u "national security motive", then write another 
articit on the sub.icci, so ns it/* jp ■ p * £ */ /?) * 

cc: . NO. .jtcontlbu«fdnej%page) 
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King** phones. 

" r Director, say* - 
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y general 


f - ^as not uncommon, he said, for -trusted 
«*> agents to be let in on such things. Q 

Obviously, 1 wss supposed to be shocked by ~ 
the things be told me. And I was. But not /or p 
the reasons he assumed. A famous man's Uii- “ 
perfection* don't shock me. *“ 

The shocking disclosure was that he was 
actually silting there telling me such thing*. p» 
They were none ot my business, and they ‘g 
rwere none of his business. They were nobody’s *■* - 


That doesn’t come ever e.les* to tel ling it, ' r t bub me as but Dr. King's. 

It was plain old mud slinging, on a level 
with the lowest scandal magazine# and tran- 
som -peeking public action#. 


cjl-Jn ia the tol- 


OX THING IT DO ESN' 
lowing incident: 

About three yeavs ago r-.n ex -FBI agent I- 
kr.cw asked me to join him lor a round ol 

golf. 

After -the rour.d, we iat in the clubhouse 
chatting. He worked the conversation around 
to Dr. King. 

He told me that the FBI h.ui been using a 
variety of electronic evekdropping devices on 
Dr. King. Beside# lapping his phone, they had 
pianted liv.cmig devices in hotel rooms ho 
U'-cd while traveling. 


' THERE WAS MO DOUBT In my mind then. 
ar.d none now, that it was being leaked to. ms 
for the purpose of discrediting Dr. King. 

The same type of thing, I have since learned, 
occurred in other cities, with other newsmen. 

And it doesn't take much imagination to 'fig- 
' ure out why. Dr. King and Hoover had en- C 
gaged In a. furious public quarrel. Hoover, 
quite clearly, did not like Dr. King, 

That’s why I suggest that th* FBI hasn’t 
' given an adequate explanation. 

If the wiretapping was being done for\V 
"national security,'* I pre#um« that it should G- 
have been kept a big secret 


The result, he #aid. was a very thick file 
on Dr. King. 

He gave me spmo examples. 

They were very personal ihinga. Naturally, 

.if you bug almost anybody's bedroom long f Secret? How much of a secret was R if . 
cnougn, you wi*J hear personal things. \ newspaper columnist in Chicago knew of ths 

They were things that I'm «ure Dr. King » .vesdropping? Or if a former agent -a pri- 
would not want anyone else to know about. v *te citizen — could talk about it? ■ 

•If you bugged almost anyone's bedroom long • ’ 

J .. (For the record, the ex -agent wa# not a two- 


enough, you would hear things that person’ 
didn't want anyone else to know about.' 

BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this" ex-FBI 
‘ agent told me about -reflected in any way on ■ 
Dr. King’# “loyalty,” iue "Americanism,'' or 
seemed to be • remotely related to "national 
security." 

Nor did they reflect on hi* role a# a leader 
In the civil rights crusade, a winner of the' 
Nobel Peace Prise, or a figure of hi*torlc 
importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent If hi* information 

B was merely gossip or if he was *ur« about it. 
__ Kc *aid that’ he ha d visited J. Edgar Hoover 
~in Washingtoa^Hj^od been briefed mi ths 


oon tents of.th* Dr. King file 

* 

I 


bit gumshoe given to flights of fancy. He was 
then a well-known and highly-respected inves- 
tigator. Hr i* today a famous and powerful 

riim-i.) - 

AND IS THE PURPOSE of such official , 
eavesdropping to gather apite-roaterial, trans- ; 
om -peeking tidbits that will be whispered io 
the ears of opinion makers? -* -w. ' 

That, of course. Is the greatest danger " 
"Big Brother and hi* big ear. 

If that's what Dr. King'* file war “* 
then I’ll gladly second Rowan's *' 

; Hoover be replaced. . 

The scandal sheet buainar- 


-private industry. 
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indicated. In the column, 

'31 Agent told him that 


The newspaper column whhh i: 
bears the by-line of Mike Royko; however, ueit: .< •. 
nor the date on which the column was published a 
Royko claims mat about four years ago a former 
curing a tro 
Director re 

implies tha. the information which the Director ui ^closed to the former Agent 
about King "was plain old mud- slinging, on a level with the lowest scandal 
magazines and transom-peeking publication: . M Royko concludes, ’If that’s what 
Dr. King’s file was used tor, then I T 11 gladly second (Carl) Rowan’s suggestion 


to Washington he (the former Agent) had been briefed by the 
rdinr "the contents of the (Ivin rt in Luther) King file. ” Royko then 




that Hoover b 
refers. 


d. ” Royko does not name tv. 
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former FBI Agent to whom he 
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Rutiles reflect that Mike Koyko is a columnist for the "Chicagb 

Or. December 24, IS 64, he wrote what apparently was intended to be^ 

r 


Daily New-. 1 

a tiumoi'G:.. SLiAre on an open house held in the press room of the new Federal 
Bui Icing in Chicago which stated, in part, ’Reporters, judges, FBI men, government 
prosecutors, private attorneys and assorted federal officials were standing arouncPi 
drinking, bragring and fibbing to each other. M SAC M. W. Johnson immediately y/ 
contacted the Executive Editor of the ’’Chicago Daily News ’’and protested that this^" 
vv s a cor.vk . fabrication and unscrupulous reporting. In subsequent editions of 
the Decsa^^r k4, IS 64, issue of the newspaper, all reference to the FBI was ** P 
delete fd i > Aob column. At the time of this incident, SAC Johnson observed g 

\ihat Rofvv ”<s the type of writer who never has a good word to say about anybody g 
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deserves the dignity of a reply. 
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DATL: 6-17 -65 


• Vim, II) 

DATE OF REVIEW FOR / CQ 
, o\. A. .DECLASSIFICATION . ..... .fe.'.l JrjC/ 

OF ARTICLE ENTITLED (o 6 *? ( 

. IE FOR J. EDGAR HOOVER TO GO/’>’ 
\0 IN THE 6-15-69 ISSUE OF 
- SUNDAY STAR,” WASHINGTON, D. C. 


/> •. - 


Captioned individual in his article criticizes, f ie FBI conce:. ; 
our use of electronic surveillance devices and urges that Mr. Hoover be 
re pi:, md immediately as Director of FBI. Bufiles reveal Rowan born 8-i 
at leavens croft, Tennessee. He received A. B. degree, Oberlin College (I L 
and id. A. degree in journalism from University of Minnesota (1S48). He na. 

a syndicated columnist with ’’Chicago Daily News” since 1965. We 
i.' VcsAgated Rowan, who had been Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs since IS 61, for State Department in 1962 and investigation 
was generally favorable. ^ *)(£) 




Rowan served as Ambassador tc Finland (19C3 64) and was 
ector of the United States Information Agency PU2PA), 1964-65. 


In April, 19 67, a roquet fiv-m A; 
\ Directfltend discuss anti -Vie Liam pro toils :u- 
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M ■ .... :c5 to Bishop Memo 

RE: CARL T. ROWAN 

to bt of assistance to us. Ke sIpd expressed belief that .cis\ r l* 

Kin£ . whom he describee . ^ ■. nth3 J 

; dangerous man, had beccau w ~ liability ::u.-u;u. 

I move ment but to national defense and the country itself. Re 
King*S^fclingness to move in the direction of the Left and s. 

. no hind of a leader for the Negro people to have . 

Rowan has in the past been critical of the Bureau in ' ^ 
writings. In an article appearing last April in the "Evening Star, " Rowan 
’ discussed the departure of Henry Loomis from Voice of America (VOA> 

; while Rowan headed the USIA. Rowan stated that just prior to this departure 
. he had criticized Loomis as being "inexcusably irresponsible or was manifesting 
; a futile notion that he could run VOA independent of its parent body the way ^ 

‘ J. Edgar Hoover supposedly ran the FBI aloof from policies of the Justice * 
Department. " Over the Director's signature, a letter was written on 4-4-69 
to the "Evening Star" calling Row T an's "gratuitous slur" on the Director’s 
i administration of the FBI "completely irresponsible and untrue." 

Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 
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Cm-: <ual in his article criticizes the FBI 

use of > ,ic surveillance devices and urges that 

replae;^. -diately as Director of the FBI. Our 
• reviewed or Rowan and they reveal the following 
’crnr'-j him. 


ri'.-u Thomas Rowan, a Negro, was born on 8-11-25 at 
Rave-i^-oR. Tennessee. He attended Tennessee State University 
(194? -T ; , \ ashbern University (1943-44), and received an A. B. degree 
in marJ.c-;r i s L ic.s from Oberlin College in 1947. In 1948 he received an 
IVi.A, uegree in journalism from the University of Minnesota. He has 
beer s columnist with the ’'Chicago Daily News” since 1965, and his 
syndicated column is carried by the ’’Evening Star. " 
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T. ROWAN' 



Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland from 1963 to 1964 
. as Director of the United States Information Agency (USIA) from 1964 



In April, 1967, Rowan requested the opportunity to visit 
the Director for a brief char. Ke stated that he would like to discuss 
some aspects of the anti-Vietnam protests and said he wanted to ask 
Mr. Hoover about Martin Luther King. Ke indicated at that time that 
wiien he was in Government service he had become aware of King’s 
unfavorable side. It was recommended and approved that Rowan's request 
for a meeting be declined and this was done. 

In June of 1967, Rowan contacted Assistant Director Sullivan v 
at which time he indicated that he would like to do everything possible to help 
the administration in its efforts to prevent Negro riots from occurring. At 
this time, Rowan advised that he knew of the good work that the FBI had 
b'-sn doing in this field and offered to be of any assistance in this regard. 

Ke also stated that he thought Martin Luther King had become a grave 
liability not only to the civil rights movement but to national defense 
and the country itself. He described King as a person with a Messiah com- 
plex called him a dangerous man. He further spoke of King’s willingness 

to n the direction of the Left a;:d stated that King was no kind of a 

leafier for the Negro people to have. 
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Loomis from 'his vosiU-j m Voice of /* ■. . • . oA) while Rowan 

headed the USIA s In con: :"-oa with this .? oc- - Rowan r-es ribed a 

dressing down tha; he g. v Rc'»mis and, accord? to Rowan, told 
Loomis that he ..ad beer v- usably -irr - ... ■ m:-A e or was manifesting 
a futile no ! ion that he could -an VGA indeo -.dc-rh .i its parent body the 
way J. Etiiyr Hoover sup;.. .c-thy ran the i. A aloct from policies of the 
Justice Department. " In connection with tills art Lie, the Director 
requested mat the "Evening Star” be written and told that "Rowan’s 
grati:t;ous_siur on my administration of the FBI is completely irresponsible 
and untrue." This was done by letter of 4-4-69, over the Director’s signature. 


Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 


4 


) 


I . 7.: 


- i. ^ r 

:• * 

ic pert-.:..- -.! i:l :t:/. 
ivveiy :ss44flPlt:: of 


I ' u via . 




L 


Sc:. 7, r:u! ;u;a si. , 
marc tkiaps — icc! 
tv ~ out "o; fear th ■ ' 

Cu. c: Eve. 

Tim pwtfir.: t?> : 
f Cinrk’s smiemcr.t is ir 
f' c ct:i a: th: . he 1 . 

■ : to hear c.' the Vvirii. r ".r 
, b." ci I):. E:: . 
pe: w hr.v;. ;. . . 


^ VI o v.v.o’.o truth . ; that Dr. 


ten. bc::a , th:H iir four uouu 
t" * ::c CL- '■ wTi' a‘. ..us Ci 

£liCl“: u ■ .nrnm “ Pi cm- 

p:ev;b bom: a te’r-hone wire- 
* • hens planted 


Th;:: c:.:.c cf electronic 
err. which violate 

b;:.. :att:W. ; ar.a a preri- 


rhr.r." Ca:r..’i CV.;’ s c.ior; 
ij - '\xria.'. .. live-; pri.ijTi 
-s. ...r:' ’»! ft-.* h.h IV a! tab? 
t:V. 

.4 ' i r. a, which 
£■. .. .. . . ■•..*• (tl:.y t-D.iVi 

• , ... ..!<■> - ;iu: (till 2 

. t.. ■ ill ;*:1 v. hvlnp.s 

iiiiV ' .1 lb.:, country 


* part of ir.oc-t 


era? 

??»’■*; 7. 


. ir. i . * .t aor.J 
4 .. •!«•! ?» • ..a- 'l l JO 

U>- ■ * a : - cmW 

> ... hii.»v <j o ncr.'il 

C ' \ tiL- 

* : . h;; the: ih. y*>i fcac no 

to \. ire tap .?;■ bug ■ 


yr.r’ be. ire c:.:. : 
coa::.b:t ;co ar.d p: : . ; p 
it’/’ hr h r appro. 


-701 gel 


v.hen II. 'V hi, 
a a cur mam ia : m 

a r: -Money T i y 


■•o 


h 


ro 
mua 
min of a 
-,3b vo 
. ... jtio t;;a 

of the meat 
ored ciii- 
!K< : :t to dis- 
.rcy, almost 
t: abuse of 


.■ir..*; became 
v.a,r. a man 

: b as long as <; 



Trotter . 
Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


5 niuen to Southern, j vroih.- 
? spired the civil rip' 7 hr - v 
i u by v a y of re . H • n.h ' y. 

\V. . *C ‘ : r . : ,.i c 
il:.. . i'i;i <• v.. ■ 

‘ ; hi ■ VU'llh'y ! ' 4 1'* 

siorioo a’uou: Dr. Kin^ a;.u 
what tin bur: 'x^s aliepca.y 
tad revealed? 

Everybody else in Y/ashirr- 
toa cf any conceryi. ci.cc knew 
it, and rnar.y capioixd it, but 
no one seemed to know hew * r 
£ »»o about mo kin?, the FBI band 
to the laws of the land. 

There is a net too-flippar.t 
fisrumptior. in V/aah-L-.'jton that 

* c J. Ed par Hoover has been FBI 
! dire a. or for 45 years because 

[ much about them to be re- 
l placed. So not only was he not 
? l rpir.crd b> any of rhe yoimp 
[ter* very able i>T>I rr.fi; in the 
F iionioi course of tiuny.s, but 
f lVc-aidoiitu Johnson nn.l M -.on 
\ )i:.ve felt il wise or esped lent 
J Jito waive r. law say in, p floovcr 
| has reached the rocking-chair 
r.-\c. 

\ ‘iloovir oup’nt tobaTcpbvcd 
f ?r.s EBa d.rccier — jinrru^^. ( .c- 
5 ly. 

* As V/ashli: ; or. s; r vi,cy head* 
! lloover may Iv.vj do:iu a 

* i,r!:er j„!i in it... t. tint n.«- 

f jH-f.pi ■ cl cuuii' !'*■ \\ t - - 


■: r a r:oro | 

u;u:i, or as com [ 

- the pres ervation f 

end liberty c.z C 

:i s' ppcst, he would i 

* sd ior.p £«o. Ha 
u« .» pi.Hu.ft Presi- 
uu p it i ! c;.j bind o? 
j in p him or ca^o 


"t ^ is clear Hcov^ >■-- 
^ irlca::.ac.Mx 
does Law h; — . w m: muoH; . 
courage to say: “Well c; 
thou good and faithful senv 
Gpodcyc."? ‘ 


C7: 

U) . ^ ^ 

S£ so 

tn MS] 

ppyK 

O CO 




The Washington Post 
Tiroes Herald 


*^r ZZ- 


i 


The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington! 

Dtuly News (New York) 

Sunday Nows (Now York) 

N«iw York Post . .. 

The New York Times 


L - oo 

^UJUJ 
_4 CXZ H- 

dujg 


The Sun (Baltinioro) - 
Thu Daily World-. 

Tho Now Londor 

The Wall Sir out Journal . 
Tho NntiomU Observer _ 
Poop! o’* World 


fjxaaunor (Wanhinitton) - 


Duto . 


jUK 1 ^ 


*“VC 


r.-cr. a: cry Yi y rr" 
. rierdoma as i imical 
..• - uc: aocracy, the perscaal 
. a: ve have wme to 




i:o<- 




I 


ri 


11:06 AM 


/ 




JfelJAU 

ggS^^Jftinui 

REASCK FCP. L“ T E';''CS «s 
FCIM, II. 1-ZA.2. . ------ 

DATE OF REVIEW FOR L.QJ& 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

* MR. DE LOACH 
MR. bULUVAN 
MR. BISHOP 
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tlr. Newbold Noyes, Editor of The Evening Star called. Ee said , 
be thanked me very much for talking to him because be knew this was an (o 
unusual kind of thing to have happen. 


* j 
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Ec said be wanted to ask me very seriously, but he was sure I was 
familiar vith this and given thought to it already, hut he wanted to report on 
Lit Lruis o£ their story that was run yesterday about the authorization that 
the * BI had from Mr. Robert Kennedy, to release the King material; that 
they are getting a great deal of static from people who are telling them — 
th'.y say t: ey have this authorization, but they don’t release it and don’t show 
what the documents are and many of these documents that have been released 
In the pact are fuzzy and don’t really show there was clear authorization to * 
do this and in general there is a nendirpedtion on the part of the readers to 
accept the idea that Bob Kennedy actually did authorize the tapping of King’s 
phone. He said, f, Kow I just want to ask you as seriously as X can to release 
those documents. You have them. They do show, X presume, exactly what 

. fl-urJbu-, •#; 

I told Hr. Noyes that he authorized it in his own handwriting on *£* 
October 10, 19GS; it was installed November 8, 19C3, and discontinued 
Aprii £0, 1SS5. X told Hr. Noyes that, as a matter of fact, when Kennedy 
waj Attorney General he requested that the telephones of Dr. King he covered 
by electrode device and was persuaded by oar people not to do it in view of 
the possible repercussions, then later he changed his mind and delayed 
bringing the matter up again until in October the authority was signed by him 
in hi~ own Landwriting and it gave us the authority to do it and we discontinued 
it cn A pril CO, 19C5, under the administration of Attorney General Katzenbach. 
I lr. Koyes said he understood and asked if they could report this. X told him 
-hr could m^ori what I have said to him. 1 told Urn the reason X was drawing a» 
= v £06 ~ tokhiO- 

1^3LH:edm (8>- cwt,a by Lak* r r . 
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line on thin is that Mr. Tolsoa wrote (Carl) Rowan about his slanderous column 
last Sunday and he. Rowan, wrote back In which he asked a series ol eight or 
nine questions, such as, did we tap the telephone of a half dozen leaders like 
V.iikinsi of the NAACP, Farmer, eight or nine others, Abernaikey; or if we 
haa upped the phones of a Congressman; and various other things; Mr. Noyes 
said he vas not asking all that. I told him he could certainly print what 1 6 ay 
because we are writing back to Rowan today that since he did not seek any facts 
before printing his column, he was not entitled to any information from ns at 
this time, but as to the question he has asked, the dates that these wiretaps 
w^rc on, I have the original copy of it on my desk. It was signed by Kennedy 
in his own handwriting on October 10, 1903. 

Mr. Noyes said if I had one minute, could he repeat back to me what 
he understood I had said to him so there would be no misunderstanding and also 
could he tell me that he was adding into it come details that he thought they 
already understood about this from other sources they have talked to. 

Ee said it was his understanding that in June, 1963, Kir. Kennedy 
did suggest through a liaison man that he had with me, that I should keep an 
eye on Martin Luther King because of his association with people that he, 

Fooert Kennedy, was concerned about and he, Noyes, was particularly talking 
about Ltanlcy Levinson and a fellow named Jones, both of whom were supposed 
to be of Marxist leanings and that the Attorney General was concerned about 
Lir.g # s relations with these people and he thought it might be a good idea to pit , 
an electronic surveillance device of some type into the picture to see what he 
was dok ig; that the I LI suggested at that time that this would bo a difficult 
thing to co because of the fact that King traveled around so much and there were 
£ h-l ;i political repercussions that might result; but then subsequently on the 
7 u e: November (and I corrected him and told him October 7, 1903) — on 
CiiS- 'i 7, 1SC3, I reported, and this is a memorandum from me to the Attorney 
k ir rrr.i, a four- paragraph document, that I had determined the feasibility of 
eel chi i; king taps on the telephones ol the SCLC headquarters at Atlanta and 
Lew YorkAUfl if he authorized it, 1 was prepared to go ahead and do it and that* 
came cackTo rue, the memorandum, with his initials, I told him with his full 
name, Robert F. Kennedy. Mr. Noyes continued - o»k,*d by him, dating that 
10/10/03. I told Mr. >bycsUiai was correct. 
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Memorandum lor Messrs. Tolson, DeLoach, Sullivan, Bishop June 


Mr. Noyes continued that It was his understanding that I had no 
objection to his using this — Is it o. k. lor them to identify the FBI as 
the source or llatly say it on their own. 1 told him I would rather he fatly 
said it on his own, hut I anticipate- similar requests from other sources that 
I would net be as frank with as I have been with him. Mr. Noyes-said o.k. ; 
that he thought this is a wise thing for me to do. 

Be said if 1 had one more minute, he would like to tell me one 
reason rfcy he happened to be interested in this thing. He said he had some 
young people with whom he was friendly who were involved in a wedding 
this weekend and the boys and girls all ended up at Ms house alter the thing 
and he did not lknow whether they had read Rowan’s column, but they J were 
talking about the fact how dreadful it was that the FBI would have presumed to 
tap the phone or keep an eye on Martin Luther King, a great hero. B* said 
after listening to this for about an hour and a half, he told them to hold on 
a minute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau had been checking on ' 
King because there had been allegations that he had been in touch with 
recognised or potential communist agents and the reason nothing was ever 
released or done about it was that alter checking into it, they became 
satisfied there was nothing dangerous and be asked them what they would 
think of a Government that did not check into Information that seemed to show 
that communist agents were trying to work on a man in Martin Luther King’s 
position. He said these kids listened and were astounded that there might be 
another side to i^and he was telling me that this was taken by Bobby Kennedy 
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Noyes said he thought this * 
is an important story. I said he became a kind of Messiah for the generation 
gap and individuals who were pro- King and still are. 

I told Mr. Noyes that as to the matter of electronic installations, 

I have never authorized an electronic installation of any kind at any time 
except with written approval of the then Attorney General and that goes right 
down toloday. I said 1 do not have authority to do it myself and I do not want 
it as I iWtthe Attorney General should be the one to approve or not approve^ 
electronic surveillances and we use it only in internal security cases and now 
in organized crime. X said in organized crime, the authority has to be obtained 
from the courts under the McClellan bill and in security canes — espionage, ■ 
commu xjj$k activities — that is approved by the Attorney General, which is m 








allowed under tie McClellan Bill* I continued that t he Rowan article Indicated 
vc were promiscuously continuing this sort ol thing without regard to restrictions 
or regard to authority , bo the truth ol the matter is, 1 have never ever authorised 
the installation ol a technical electronic device except with the approval ol the 
Attorney General in writing and we have on lile the original documents that 
support that statement. 


Mr, Noyes said that when he lirst asked me, 1 said it wad all right 
to cite the Bureau lor the authority and then 1 indicated X would rather have it 
come Irom them directly. He said 11, in order to give this the authority it 
should have, it is necessary lor him to cite me lor the authority lor some d 
this, is that o. k. with me, I told him that normally I would say no; that X 
would defer to his judgement because he knows more about the matter ol 
public relations and public reaction. X told him I have been astounded at the 
reaction on this thing. X said some oi these magazines, like Newsweek, 
which is owned by the Washington Post, carried the Cassius Clay testimony 
in Texas where he is on trial and where the use ol the electronic device was 
exposed, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued until 
Bing's death, I said that in untrue and the Agent did not sc testily, X said 
in the King case. It was discontinued April 30, 1905, I told Mr. Noyes that 
if he thought it would be to the best interest ol public relations in clearing 
up any really serious doubts newspaper people have, X would have no objection 
to being quoted. 

Mr, Noyes said he thanked me and he thought X was making a wise 
decision in letting it come out. He said he thought it may be one ol the most 
important stories ol the year. 

I told Mr. Noys that when X read the Sunday paper and Rowan’s 
article 1 thought here is an individual who is a Messiah ol the dissident lelt, 
ci which Ro^aa is a part, and yet it was done at the instance ol Bobby Kennedy, 
who latej^ecame a great Iriend ol King’s, notwithstanding he knew all the ^ 
lads, hP^ept him advised as well as- eVery Attorney General since. 


Mr. Noyes said there is one thing about this X should consider and 
that is that he has the gist ol what is in these things from me, but X will be 
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Mexx^random lor Messrs, Tolson, DeLoach, Sullivan, Bishop June 

asked immediately to release them textually. Be said he thought I ought to do it. 

1 told him 1 weald have to get the authority of the Attorney General lor that. 

Mr, Noyes said that is another problem, but the text ought to come out. Be 
said it is very well for me to say what is in them, but the text ought to come 
out. 1 told him I realized that. He said he thought once before we had put oat 
photostats. 

I told him a Congressman, Gross, made inquiry in regard to some 
oi Kennedy's authorizatlonebefore he died and after he left the Attorney i 

Generalship. 1 said he denied he had approved certain authorizations and I f 
seat to the Congressman Xerox copies of the authorization signed by Kennedy, 
as he being a Congressman, 1 felt he was entitled to it, an^tiien Attorney 
General approved. I said in this instance, if we get & request from a Congressman 
or Senator along the lines he indicated, I would submit it to the Attorney General 
who my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said I was going to get an immediate . 
request — within the next coupeof hours or as soon as he can get this out— % 
from every news media for the text. 1 told him these were confidential 
documents of the Department and can only be released as to the text by the 
Attorney General. 

Mr. Noyes thanked me. 
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ew York 11596 


1 have received your letter ot June 


^7th* The interest which prompted you to writ- and 
bring the excerpts from ’’The New Yor* Time*' to 


^>\ c 7 Gy v m y attention is Indeed appreciated 
/ V 

\7 0 Sincerely yours. 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain previous outgoing 

3-13-68 in response to his inquiry on the topic of communism;* 
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7, 1969 


. J, L.\jOv C 

■ i f ^ d S tat e r v - ?. oi ' ; "ue l ic ? 

“ ederal Bureau ot cstigation 
Washington, 7. 

On ar Mr. Hoover: 
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I have been reading of your problems concerning the wiretapping of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s telephone. Your opponents are, in, effect, accusing you of having 
perpetrated a great injustice on Dr. Martin Luther King, who was supposedly a 
great American and a great believer in democracy. 


i would suggest that you call to the attention of your opponents and newsmen the 
following excerpts that appeared in the New York Times prior to Dr. King’s 
death. Tell them to let the record speak for itself. 


From the New York Times: 

"Dr. King again urged young men to file as conscientious objectors 
and refuse to fight for the United States which he described as the 
"greatest purveyor of violence in the world today". 


Dr. King said: ’The United States is on the wrong side of the 

revolutionary movement of oppressed people throughout the world. " . ^ ^ 

REC-38 ,<*'/ 

The civil rights leader asserted that the United States policy on Vietnam 
had been wrong since 1946. He said that this country had supported the 
French in Indo-China rather than the independence leader, Ho Chi Minh. 

He said "when France lost its war, the United States selected one die- ^ 

tator aft?Whother to prevent Ho Chi Minh from becoming the head of 
Vietn^jn". "Elections would surely have brought to power Ho Chi Minh * * 
over ^ united V ietnam", he said. , - 


In anoth^g^ , t , >le in the New York Times, we read the following: 

In his (Dr. King 1 '?) address, which was sponsored by the l Clergy and 
Laymen Concerned About V ietnam. Dr. King likened the use o f , - 
Arue i -'can weapons on the peasants of Vietnam to the Germane’ tzri: 
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c? f medicine and new tortures in the concentration camps 

o 'pe” 

i t* -ecord speaks for itself. 


Very truly yours, 



( 
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Mr, Hoover h „ letter of June 24th 


nnd asked me to advise you c&>: «\ from the June 19, 

1969, issue of ’The Evening Si r *** previously furnished 

to you speaks for itself. He liis bu? further come '.cot to make regard- 
ing this matter. 
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Sincerely yonrs, 
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Helen W - , £ 
Secretary 
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NOTE: Buflk : 


isclose in April, 

Texas appeared chi a list of individual: expressin^ppositi^ the Vietnam 
w«tr , He wrote on June 16. 1969, regarding the Martin Luther Iflng wiretap 
controversy and by letter 6/20/69 we rent him the 6/19/69 issue of "The 
v^||^ n g star" and advised him that it set forth our position in that matt?*. 
■P r apparently did not read the article carefully as he wonders where we got 
fcfee authority between September, 1964, and Apr il, 1968, and the article 
i»y hxx-.U 3 (h? wiretaps were discontinued on April 30, 1965. He 
it?;,v«reiitlv desires to get into a hassle regarding this and it is felt the qhpve 
opr? ate. 
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Kr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invest i G a 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Kr. Hoover: 



Thank you for your let:.- - t f June 20th explaining the 
FBI 1 s position concerning the v-xetapping of Dr. Martin Luther 
C^ y King 1 s telephone. — " ~ 

I still would appreciate s clarification on the follow- 
ing: Robert Kennedy resigned a- Attorney General in Septem- 

ber, 1964, but an FBI agent rc-.ontly testified in federal 
court that £h* yjytap contin ued until Kl«g * s death in 1 968 . 

If neither Nicholas Katzenbaox: nor Ramsey Clark gave permis- 
sion for such a wiretap, where did the FBI get such authority 
;betveen September, 1964 and April, 1968? Is it common practice 
for the FBI to carry on such activities without the knowledge 
of the Attorney General; 

As a citizen of this country and as one^ho is concerned 
about the increasing invasion ox privacy, I feel that you 
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A. w wawi 

1 ® Mr. W. G. f ^ 

1-r* .,, 1 

July 3, I9b9 -> - * v. ** 

1 ■• -iv- - ;-:,! I 

^ 1 - Mr, Sur ^ L 


Sonoi « Robtrt L/ Leggett 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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My 4«ar Coogrsti 


received. 


r n , 

^tA / 

Tour la t tar of July l, 1969, has been \ . £\.*j fi y 


Whllo I carta Inly appreciate your Interest, 
other than the enclosed newspaper article. It Is not 
possible for me to furnish you any information since 
data In our files is confidential pursuant to regu* 

1 at ions of the Department of Justice. I regret that 
1 cannot be of assistance in this instance- 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosure 


NOTE: See memorandum C. C. Hoore to V. C. Sullivan 

7/2/69 regarding "Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - 
Communist" prepared by JJD;fsh. 


De Loach _ 
Mohr 


' Caliohar 
Conrad _ 


Newspaper article being sent to Leggett is the 
one which appeared in the Evening Star 6/19/69 entitled 
’!^fgg Wiretap Called RFK's Idea!* 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am becoming increasingly concerned over recent 
reports relating to the late Martin Luther' King, Jr.'s 
alleged affiliation with known Communists and Communist- 
front organizations. The current controversy has 
unfortunately obfuscated the historical record concerning 
Dr. King's activities in the Civil Rights Movement. 

In an effort to separate fact from fiction, I 
would very much appreciate a comprehensive briefing 
concerning this matter at your earliest possible 
convenience. 



Yours ^fry truly 

. ROBERT L. LJfcf&ETT 
/V Member of Congress 
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you for your letter of June 18. I am disturbed by 
>ints that my letter to the New York Tines contained "unwarranted 
o** the F.B.I. and "unfounded charges,” wy use of theqiestlon 
central part of that letter was meant to be honest, not 
, At the time, I did not have enough facts to know who was 
.:iblc for the wiretapping or whether, putting aside the legal in- 
’ Federal Communications Act, there were sufficient reasons 
tiy it. As to the former question, subsequent statements have 
'•■‘•'1 ~be matter a good deal (though to my knowledge, it has still 
•r explicitly stated that all tapping did stop when the authorization 
- In regard to the- latter question, it may be it is impossible 
before "the public enough information about the reasons for the 
tl; for Interested private citizens to make a Judgment on its ad- 
*—j l.ity, but so far as I am aware no statements have been made since 
; *- tver that would quiet my doubts on that score. 


I am somewhat reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to 
faith, view of the needs of internal security and appreciate your 
*ade that clear. Perhaps the basic question is how broadly that 
.u should be interpreted when something as serious as continued wire- 
ring absent Judicial approval is involved. 




Sincerely yours, 
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF L *5- 
CRITICE3M OF MR. HOO" r Er ANl< 
WIRETAPPING OF MAP.T'M i 
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Reference my memo- .•* 
as above, in which it was approvi.d ’ 
letter to the Editor of "The New ‘ Jo - 
in the 6/14/69 issue of that newspap . 
the Director transmitted to Greenavn* 

Carl T. Rowan regarding Rowan’s u;/ 
^tapping. 

IV 

^ By letter of 6/553/89, 

^Director's letter and indicated that .*»: 
he "did not have enough facts to know who 
or whether. . .there were sufficient reasons 
that the former question has been "clarified 1 




i; to you of i/* ,' r r iptloned 
-r Director critical 

<*5" by GrtS'» . appeared 

Accordingly , by letter of 6/18/69, 
:opy of Mr, Tot r . *.!»*., letter to 
.ded charges con/: -r ling wire- 


Greenawalt acknowledged the 
time he waote hie original letter, 

0 was responsible for the wiretapping/ 
ons to justify it. " He then indicates 
a good deal, and, though he 


still has some doubts concerning the latter question, he can see that it may 
not be possible to disclose enough information at this time for it to be com- 

( pletely explained to the public. Green&walt finally states: *1 am somewhat 
reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to a good faith view of the needs 
of internal security and appreciate your having made that clear. M 
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OBSERVATION: 


In view of the generally conciliatory tigiej^f Gteenawalt's 

I letter, lit would seem aid visible to let hio matter now rest since 'mere 
would be little purpose in further pursuing the discussion with. Gi:fifHaawalt. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


'M 


That no further correspondence be undertaken with 
Greenawalt on this vaaiter, and, accordingly, Ms letter not be 

/ . . #|C 

’ • f hJ. 


aifewered 
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Mr, Gale 
Mr. Sullivan 
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For your information ther& \* attar \ * copy * 4 

Memorandum for the Attorney General dated CkX ob*v % 
requesting that authority be granted to * v nJ. * 

r surveillance (wire tap) on^ Martin Lul h ‘ *r 

current address, or at aaylmure *ddr*^ to wiiu f ^ 
y more. This was approved by the Attorney G ■ i rt f, * X- 
Kennedy an October 10, 1903* 

There Is also attached a copy of a in*;:* *Ud 

1 July 1C, 1963, from Mr* Courtney A. Eeans, in^n A^m: jf 
' Director of this Bureau, to Mr. Belmont, lorn* * *<&-,, Ai im 
to the Director, indicating a discussion coac> Ai' *!.* wire 
tap at which time Mr. Kennedy Mated any repvicu si j 1 which 
should become known as a result of such a surveys.* did nut 
concern him at all, that in view of the possible eoconv:. AM 
inflate® in th: racial situation he thought it was ad ^ie to 
have as complete coverage as possible. Ga ■?*•* 

£ Mr. Kennedy returned a request for a wire tap n» *-'■ at which 
" limChe Informed former Assistant Director illy that 

* jje withdrawing his previous request bee* ' « reasons vL 

§ Mr. j^srans had outlined to him previously, 

gj As stated above, Mr. Kernel later approve-^ 13* U 
placing of the wire tap on October 10, 1963* V / $ £ / y 0 - 
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Thejresident 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 
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fe Ala- lb w 'VJiO : uum tfittd 

gj gtemh tr 10, IM) f writtei ^r ^nhall, then Assistant 

AttcHSy Central of the Civil Riga? C Vision, to me u Director 
of the Bureau, relating that both Attorney General and the 
President had separately strongly ur^ed Dr. idee that there 
should he no further connection between Hunter Pitts O’Dell 
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. This alee 
Indicates that King was Informed that Stanley Levi son was a 
secret member of the Communist Party and that this vu done 
nt the direction of the Attorney General tad the President* 

The Attorney General nt that time was the late Robert F. Kenned 
and the President wan the late John F. Kennedy, 


Enclosures 


Sincerely yours. 





i 



CT:LCB 


-I- 





■ v;.- ’S'; 



{ 


■jfiiTj n 

Me 


Mi(*. H 


» -e 


ICI 
:• m 




? > 


% 

► 


&T. 

fc£ - 



vo Edgar Hoover, Director 

| '• c r a 1 Bureau of Investigation 

* 

j. j.*ke Marshall, Assis tan T At 1 
■ ^*'\a i oivil Rights Division 

( >•' Winter Pit ts "O’ Del 1 


This relates to your letterhead memorandum 
of September 5 to the Attorney General, relating to j 
Hunter Pitts O’Dell and the related prior memoranda, 
i appreciate your having sent copies of these to me. 

This matter had been brought to the attention 
of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in accordance 
with conversations which the Attorney General 
had with *Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise 
in view of the sources of the Bureau’s informa- 
tion to state that I knew O’Dell to be under Communist 
influence or control at any time, I did inform . 

Dr, King and two members of his organization 
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker -- 
some time ago ~~ that since O’Dell was believed by 
many people to have had Communist connections, his 
association with their organization was not in the 
best interests of the organization. 

At that time, inconclusive steps were taken - 
to remove O’Dell, and his job with the Southern ' 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed. In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of O’Dell’s Communist connections, however, I replied 
that I was not in a position to give any. 


da .-: September 20 


C 


Following further conversations with Mr, 

Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office 
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr, King had with the President, This was 
done at the direction of the Attorney General, 

Later that morning both the Attorney General and 
the President separately strongly urged Dr, King 

there should be no further connection between 
f O’Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
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^social ior. with 
.jpon doubts about 
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■ King, 
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h Mr, Evan s 
s done at 
the 


7 ..if-. 8 gain based upon 
' • k; a 1 and Mr, Evans at 
been decided that it 
t of the United States to 
any firm information 
:\iii control, I had, 
ion, warned Dr, King^^^ 
Levison, basing the 
evison's loyalty to the 


'bought you should have this additional 
if or ;t. ’ on for your file. 


cc: The Attorney General 

ine Deputy Attorney General 
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■- at CJarence Bon jaw in Jones, 
had c 1 o s e a s s6 c :i a t i on v/i t J i 
d v } t ) i S t an 1 p y J -ev.i. r/t : o n 
, h.-.d-becn .in to see Burho 
a c : x a 1 s x t u at 5. on . Acco r din n t o 
• Seated he had some’ reserva- 
' v/i th Xe vinson on the phone, 

. have be on ret e r r i n g , t o a \ 
' ? .j ; , and pa:; s e d it oil by tel 1 i 1 1 
b:.u>rr he won Id have to take upaj 


. ' ' - pn. rp o s o r t J » c AG * s c o n t ac t \v as th a t tb i ? : 1 
b.i'ou(dj. ! to hi 5; attention- the possibility ot effect ~ 
i»fj to clinical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
bntber K.u^ . . the AG that I vas not at all 

a e qu a i n t c d v * t h J ■ e s , bn t that, in so f a r as K:L h f; \v a r; 

(■-on e e :ci ? -n d , i t \. a : c b v iou s f .vom th e x'opor t s th a t h e 
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on h. ’i. .* > o i i .Ic; c- v< :■ i . vein 1 cl )> o ve ry p ro duo t i v e . J a 1 
lcatced the question as to the :cepe.v 
should ever become hnown that such 
been pu : oh King, • ' jjk 
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HEKOftANflUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERA* 

“..BE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. . *Ufy 

- /SECURITY JttTTER/- COMMUNIST fj 

■XHrwmici in /; 

' • -.RACIAL MATTERS •: if 


♦It is. further requested that authority be granted 
to place a technical, surveillance on the SCbC off ice* .it tlie. 
current Hew York address or to any ot)ier address to ‘Y/hUch”\A^ 
it way be wqycd. _ _ .... . _ ■ . . ‘ 

; • ^.Respectfully/. ...V ‘V - 


iffltevEVF CK»rt c d .v; 

r . — -7-pECTinpti^n GPS, 9 v 1 

)ATE Jo. //O it } p^eclaMif^at**^ 

^ ?T - y-~f -* r — 


~ V*-f* ^i~“7 


' A ... TENCLOSUUa 

vJohn Ed^rAllIooyer , . . 

. \J .MreetodKfe.22 / 5 At: 
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.Titmco L, riirtcLon 

Thu .i’i»uliOmiiuu-K<»vlOW II t fOn .ijA i !0i J CO 'TAIN 

401^10, watiibcton D0210 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Mr. Drsclionl DATE ^- ^V-jy 

Mr, James E, MUuo», Special Auout la 
Charge of our Seattlo Office, has furnlehod mo the odlto- 
rlul, "Hoover la Uphold In Wiretap Dluputo, M from tho 
Juno 2Gth edition of your papor. X want to oxprccs my 
thanks for your kind remarks and hope that my future 
efforts as Director of the FBI will continue to merit your 
approbation. Your staunch support is indeed appreciated 
and it means a great deal to me. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


1 / 


1 - Seattle 

Reurlet 6/27/69 
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ft k 


NOtE: Mr. Bracken is on the Special Correspondents List. This 
lelfct recommended by the SAC, Seattle. ' % 
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L. 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER \I> 




i a» attaching an editorial which appeared 
in the SPOKESMAN -REVIEW , Spokane, Washington, on June 26, 
1969, dealing with the current discussion with respect to 
the captioned individual. 


4 ' 


V 


In view of his strong support of you and the 
Bureav ‘ s position, I thought perhaps you stay desire to 
address a letter to Mr. JAMES BRACKEN, Editor of the 
SPOKESMAN -REVIEW, expressing the Bureau's appreciation 
for his support. Mr. BRACKEN has always been a strong 
supporter of the Bureau and has editorialised very favor- 
ably concerning you and the Bureau on a number of occasions. 
There is certainly nothing unfavorable here about him. 
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> . <•(:;■ uno 


• i ,.1 pi I'.'.hlriiUnl 
UVn 1-rnn r/in- 
Wi,;io 




[ nawnpaiMr, city ana 


4 Snukosmon-Kovicw 
lipolnue f \/psh. :: 


■ }' •<';« I jU«‘ JM(»U»PV 
.••t • , « !u* lid* smilingly 
t|.« !.•*«> Hoio fl V f ' 
V tliiflrr tit*} 

> ' ». .<!!,» r, 1'rrMilrut, John 

■ .•! 1. Hr i \ |!t" I'nvjvi'd Cttiilfn- 

• : >'i ■■■ ; niV«>i||;uu'p jii.ifln 

ll.c Iv«4Utr«ly ftilmiliin- 

. . fn-.-.jiy t),ii “wifctappiiuj" 

;> -s tir.n; in horJzi fl liy Robert 
; , in touch with tlio arlivi* 1 

.r:.„ Lu;,icr lung Jr., slain' 
.» .< :.c!cr. 

h ib beer. a controversial figuro , 
; ol his professional career, 
o ..;. r .ar c nty had brea doubta in the 
•/ JuMiry aj to his associates 

til.VjVi'-;, 

ti-‘« .tii.'n'h'. a ;.*iiiht Mr. llr*.vrr 
ho* i„ ,*n under a Mark by Com- 
rud subversives In this country—, 

. ved by Mr. K cover’s remarks that 
r.c; :ap^|^res of Mr. Kins 
•.e cxpre'yd approval of tken-Atty., 
r.ciy. iV.fi was cone in accordance 
: rc-qulrcmfr.:-. 

• hr. i | question of personal ln- 


Jt is r- fir.limg In *rn Mr. Hoo- 

~ v, r aupporlM |.y Jrriidrm Nixon , . wJm # rji *. 

1 «* «;*fl » h - f . il . r , iti,y li.Bl U I.Bft •' fbf . trd * 
- ppr. -.or* wily” bad found that Robert 1 m 

»Hdy hr. slitwy ijme,,.! < 11,5 a u || w j< p L ft 
Ti;i oi Mr . Kins . •• 

If the curieiij rcuiirowrxy ovrr several men 

Will! sen 1,0 P„, c< , r Jiv.nc er.PliMt 0,|{ ,jf ( 1 4 | 0 

1,11,1 ri.ti.cr runic, n should ba rfemtoiherod 
that Fit! director Hoover’s. refutation is Uto 
point at Issue. 

S"nc 0 / hir would lil.o to drivo 

lurn from public office. Naturally, ha is quite 
unwilling to cocccdo some sort of wrong- 
doing when ho knows ho was right and truth- 
ful . 

t hc WJ y in which Mr Nixon has upheld* 
Mr^ Hoover should certainly re^eivo far great- 
er public ercili-ncA than tho qucstionablo 
auf ge..non coming from Mr. Clark. , 
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X have received your letter of June 12nd and want to 


thank you lor your kind remarks regarding the FBL la view of yoar 
interest, I am enclosing a copy of an article which appeared in the 
Jane 19, 1969, Usae of "The Evening Star, ” Washington, D. C. , 
which concerns oar activities relating to Martin Lather King, Jr. 
and sets forth the FBI's position in this matter. 


JUN3 01969 


Sincerely years, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


y/ 


Enclosure 

"The Evening Star" article entitled, " King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea, 
6/19/69 

* Tn 

NSMi Based upon available information, wuflles contain no record p 
Identifiable to correspondent or his organization. ^ ^ 
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June 22, 1969 


Director u. ‘-cigar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Director Hoover, 


i J b f \ ka / . 


6<> 70 * 

j Our association with nearly 1200 members stands solidly 
j behind you and the FBI in recent criticism of the wire tapping 
| on the phones of the late Dr. Martin Luther^Klng. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation In their unending fight 
to protect our country from subversives had every right to 
use any means available to keep the "non-violent” Dr. King 
under a careful watch. 

There have been too many politicians and prominent Americans \/ 

in their "white towers" made of ivory who proclaimed that the \( 

late Dr. King was a fine humanitarian. j 

However, we the citizens of our area who have always used ; * 
the special faculty of common sense, have always believed Dr. King 
to be a danger to the society of America and a threat to the V 
future of our great country* | 

fjj Dr. Martin Luther King was hand picked by the communist party * • 

of America and had groomed him to begin the "revolution" that 
is now beginning in our country. He attended training classes in 
# ^the company of high-ranking Communist Party officials at the 
fflv notorious (noW defunct) Highlander Folk School at Mont eagle, Term. 

The communist party had carefully planned his march in Selena, Ala. 
along with the operational control of the civil rightB movement* 

The "fantasy" of his "non-violent" status had become a perfect ^ 

cloak of-^fciguise- so perfect it fooled presidents, congressmen, n 

clergy, fta teamen, cabinet members and hi& ^jggi^eo^e^ - (Q ^ ^ /V 

lye, urge ypu» now that the wire tapping has b e c o m o '-y wb l’irrvt u ' — 

issue a report de-classif ing the communist link and . Jf ; / 
p Dr. King and make ihii. i -rtio:- publUc JUfcuj# A^rlcatw ' * 

don't belongto heritage and our future ":^n- -v it. [ 

loir A^wcieiion! r . * 

M belongs toYOUi | ^ ^ j f jo 7 (<A 

& ltd-' • 

' i- A 
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to 7(c) 


- 1*^") ° 


BvftalOf New York 14221 


, 342 -? 




It waB Mnd of you to write oa Jane 22rd and 
comment m you did concerning my admlnUtrattoo of thin 
Bureau. The thoughtful remarka of you and your hirtan d 
mean a great deal to me and 1 want you to know of my 


rM. 

'■ " f» ’ { 


appreciation. 


Sincerely yoo re, 

i. Edgar Hoover 






NOTE: Bufiles reflect no information Identifiable to correspondent. 


LMG:kas (3) 

- - 

RAILED 5. ^ ] 

«fcJUN30 1969'H 

| rOMMFBI 




! iS?:': Pc; 


S ~— . 

Bmiuin m 

C®rfy MAIL ROOM 1 1 


> ^5? - 

■ v ■ * ?/ 


TCL TTY^E UNIT ! 1 


( 


June 23 1969 


M.. r - 
- Mr. Cel!-' an - 

If' Mr. Conrad - 


Edgar *>/<over 

Q Mia# wi 

'"“ r: niA^n* Cu'TA'tfC 1 -^ 

years ago on T. /, we heard Robert Kennedy say, when 
ed whether he had ordered a wiretap on King, that he couldnt remember. 

/.'c - JS, ed that same exc use many times when asked about something that 
ould prove to be controversial. A most convenient forgetter. 

No one needed a wire tap on King at any time to know that he was / 
*o -timing his wife. Rumor was rife all over this country. The usual V 

'ussian gambit is to use a woman to undermine any man they wish to own or 
eliminate, so King wa^ suspect. He was also a phoney and if he had lived 
*-x few more years that would have become apparent to everyone, also. 

{ My husband and I think *you are the greatest living American and 

re hope you never resign. Most of the people we contact feel the same way, 
even the youngsters and as you know, they usually don’t have much respect 
for anyone in public office these days. We are glad that our present president 
j(and previous ones, too) appreciate your loyalty & ability. 

This note does not require an answer, sir. Thank you for reading 

this. 

.* M-i ® JffiP£s?nED. . . ,. k Slncerely your8 ’ 
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h FROM J. Ht &*- . ... / '< 

|| r r " ' 

f|l| MisjECT CASS : Uo MATCELLUS CLAY 

Egg SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER 15-47-^2 

BE SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


.i.li H’Ml Jt 

! - ->*■ Gale 0 
*- - Mr. Eddy ^\} 

- Mr. Devic ^ 


This is to explain the / 
of the logs maintained on *he ele* 1 
residence of M artin Luther King w h 
deleted from the xerox copy. 


*.Mch copies were made 
w. eiliance on the 
handwritten notation was \ 


SAC Frank Hitt, Atlanu^^^^ 
pertinent logs were made by SA 
stated that he removed by blocking 
n SLi:.: up in memo" and also the Iowe\ pc 
containing FBI Atlanta and the written 
initials. He stated that this was don 
did not constitute a change or alterat 
the log and it was not pertinent, sign 
substance of the information. In sum in 
j the celetions fell in the category^^^ 
1 internal Bureau interest only. SA^H 
advise his superiors nor the Bureau ox 
of the opinion that he was performing 


uiit xerox copies 01 cne 


handwritten notation 
»"■ j.oti ox the date stamp block 
can of SA Nichols and Nichols 
«: because in his opinion this 
1 on of the facts set forth in 
ificant ox_of value to the 
, SA^R^lelt 
^^^l^trj^Tv^notatioas of 
stated he did not 
the deletions because he was 
his assignment properly. 


At the time the copies ox the logs in question were 
submitted to the Bureau by the Atlanta office, the procedure was to 
have these logs reviewed at the field level. As of today, in 
accordance with your instructions, these logs are being reviewed! at 
the Seat of Government prior to dissem inn tion. Y/e have had scmjS 
highly productive electronic survei ’ 1. aces where logs running into 
several thousand pages have been maintained and if, in the future, 
,jsueh an extensive undertaking is indicated by a request for material 
■rof this nature, it will^be called to y-jir* attention. ^ 

. IT I ON : 1 . SA ^WlBMI^fcw as i ncorrect in beli eving -that the" phrase 
’ r t.u-.. up in meSTnich he blocked out fell in the category;; of 
ac uinistrative material which should be deleted in disseminating * 
copies of Bureau communications to outside agencies. It is the 
rcComeSBktion of the Spe cial Invest igative Division and the SAC, 
ALlanJa, concurs, that should receive a letter of 

ccnsuy e xoV^his handling o^^nissituation . XS 'J - 'C- C V ? 0 — 

i - o - V C\/KT •• OVER 15 


ORian AL FORD Qf & J 
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. ' • r *ch 

l . Clay 


v recurrence of this situation the fir- » , 
being reniocU letter to all. SACS that no deletions are 
to be made when Aerox copies are prepared from logs maintc 
on electronic s . veil lances. 
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The government "has 'admit- : 

{ ed the FB! changed— without 1 
informing the Just lot Depart-' 
ment— a recorded log of wire- 1 
lapped conversation? involving j 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. .! 

In disclosing this to Clay’s 
attorneys, the Department 
yesterday eon; ended it did not 
llearn of the FBI action until 
June 33, several days after 
copies of what were purported 
to be the original logs were 
filed in the U.S. District Court 
in Housfon. t 

John S. Martin Jr. and Mi- 
chael T. Epstein, who are! 
handling the Government’s! 
case against Clay, said the i 
original record contained the, 
notation, "Sum up in memo.”. 1 

Bet the hand-written phrase 
was blanked out on documents , 
sutm.ttcd to the court con-! 
ccrnir.g a Sept. 4, 1964. tele-; 
phone conversation between 
Clay and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. j 

..Tiie discrepancy came to ; 

ii;.h'. w hen Clay’s lawyers: un- 
sab .fifd with copies, dc- 
nir. t.di.i to ice the original 
transcripts. Epstein and Mar-, 
|.ln then checked with the FBI: 
and found ti e penned-in por-! 
tier, was left off copies sub* I 
ir.iued in court. | 

No reason was given for the 
ionrssion. The FBI had no com-! 
finer/. . And special FBI Agent! 

| Bober: B. Nichols, who super-' 

; vised the tap on King's tele-} 

I phone, claimed in an affidavit 1 . 

I the nolViion was of no con-| 

J sequence.^ - —=i— ^ j 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


JlL 


The Washington Daily News .. 

The Evening Star < Washington 1 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York PoBt 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

Hie New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal . 
The National Observer _ 

People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) _ 
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■* h .as admitted i : 
-- « •’ v —with out in--. 

the Justice V 
- i*ecordcd log of 
‘ ' ::ors invc-1.- 
> weight boxing ;h 
Clay. 


o ressr,- was give - 'c- 
:s.an. The FEI had rv. o., .. 
... a;.ct special FBI agent 
■c-rt R. Nichols, who super- 1 
on King’s tele-; 
•--> r h.-i,a,eJ iii an affidavit 
notation was of no conse-' 
'toe. ! 


p; 

Ka. 


*• tills to Clay’s at- ‘-'Ten 1 initially scanned this I 
- 1. intent Monday log. ’ Nid M said, “I made the 
' no * leam of the , 1 w. -TiLie:- cctation ‘Sum up in' 

- .-..I;* June 13, several memo/ as a flag to myself to 

of what were! consider this as 'an item to be 
••• to hr- the original lags pitted in to era or and um form. 
r T ‘ in l.S. District Court “Upon suh^e-.jticnt detailed re- 
I view of the entire leg and evalu-J 
Martin Jr. and Mi ,a i '- ion of its contents.’' he added,' 
■e* T. LpsiCiZi. who are han- : decided the substance of the; 

'T-vernment’s case ^fcrmrMo:; did apt warrant the! 

, scld the original: preparation of a memorandum.”! 

‘ “"';r d D0tati0D >! As summarized in the record,! 

- n.e;..°. I the conversation Nichols consid-i 

L ,v - > . . u * e hand-written ered unimportant was one in ; 

•'.Mi ranked out on docu-: which Clay advised King to! 

/ ■ -— - -tec to the court “watch out for them whities ” 

■ £ ~ Sept. 4, 1334, tele-; Clay, sentenced to five years’ 
'e car. vernation between imprisonment for refusing in- 1 
l r?: ’- Martin Luther d action into ‘he armed forces is! 
° r j seeking further federal court! 

* - ' regency came to light : parings in an effort to frremnF 

i - Cicy s lawyers, unsatisfied — 'Eviction. 

- copiij, demanded to see the’ 

J-7- 1 transcript s. Epstein and 
rim then checked with the 
I r- tl:e permed-in 

•• •’ • v -m> iCit off copies sub- 
' IT: court. 


Government attorneys were 
• I T/ about the affair, ex- 
f -r.c concern that the differ- 
ence f wc-u’d cast doubts on the 
vi ox the documents 
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Sullivan! 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) , 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

1 New Leader _ 
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i Wall Street Journal . 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS*; 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 1W Rational Observer. 
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hewire- 

; ‘h? late 

'ring .Tr. 

leader 

there 
■ between 
.:•■ ..jrt last 
. ,. . ; w r J. Ed- 
. ' : • :op FBI 
i-. stimor.y in a 
■-arii." m U.S. 

• r r Kc j,-trm. 

fi:ed ir. the U.S. 

. . . iii Houston late 
, .I>e FBI has pro- 

' gap of credibility 
• approaches a era- 

: . v. yei i are seeking 
v.veSap information 
-V-'i t:;?t ire govern- 
’ far has avoided mak- 

The Clay hear- 
which the fighter 
v-rsal of his convic- 
v e-y e -i r sentence for . 
■ihori, touched off the 
• over FBI wire- 

tj these Houston 
: v . ..ri. gs that the gov- 

e: admitted that it had 

.eh; -mo- of King 
• v. :e tapped the phone 
■ : ! h** :i the home of Elijah 

■“ ’ m by this reporter 
. r; ;he FBI to claim 
t ; h.te PobertF. Kence- 
*4 ..ic. ney general, both 
■ . -r and authorized the 
; >■ ' i : n r . ' >: ph.mcs. Ker.ne- 
• -■ s s. tec css or as attorney 
sk-ix'l.'is dc B. Kat- 
■ -i : •%: his successor, 

have both dis- 
FBI claim that Ken- 
/ pressed the wiretap on . 
E*~l £i though they acknowl- 
ISp-- ths* he approved it. 
f The brief filed in Houston 
re fc--ce the geverrreent to 
d s u j « eats , w ire tap 
transcripts and 
maHon. 

' some or the contra- 
■ 'i ;■ re .at issue: 

>' : told The Star that 
1 -~H 


^ ■- 
<•. . . true 


s' k,- V- V-' t l t 

w w O' 

he had memoranda signed by 
Kennedy authorizing the wire- 
taps on King. 

Kennedy resigned as attor- 
ney general on Sep: 3, 1954, 
(but Hoover told The Star that 
the King wiretap was discon- 
tinued on April 33, 1903. 

Since Katzenbach and Clark 
deny approving any King wire- 
-taps, who approved FBI 
eavesdropping during the al- 
most eight months after Ken- 
nedy left the attorney general- 
ship? 

2. The federal court brief 
Jclaims that either Hoover lied 
in saying that the King wire- 
tap was discontinued on April 
j3u, 1365, or else FBI Special 
Agent Robert Nichols perjured 
himself in his Houston testimo- 
ny. 

“It w$s Special Agent Ni- ; 
chols who stated that the King j 
wiretap had continued until j 
April 4, 1963, the day of Dr. I 
K i n g 's assassination,'' the 
brief states. I 

(The transcript of Nichols' 
testimony has not been print- 
ed, so the brief reflects the 
memory of Clay’s lawyer, 
Charles Morgan jr., of Atlan- 
ta, and his associates. The 
New York Times has reported 
Nichols as testifying that he 
was in charge of the surveil- 
lance of King until May 1965 
“and it was n,y rrd ■■rstar.aing 
that it went on after that.") 

| 3. The Star quoted Hoover as 
saying that on Oct. 7, JDS3, he 
reported to Kennedy that it 
was technically feasible to 
wiretap telephones at head- 
quarters of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference in 
Atlanta and at an unnamed 
location in New York. 

But testimony in the U.S. 
District Court in Houston 
shows the government exhibit- 
ing a log purported to be the 
result of a wiretap of King’s 
home telephone. 

This raises the question of 
flow many King taps the FBI 
had, and which ones were ap- 
proved by Kennedy or anyone 
else. 
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— r * 
Clark Says' 

. ' By Ronald J. Os trow and 
Nicholas C. Chris* 

Lm AacflN TtmM 

Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark aaid yesterday 

t hat while he beaded the Jus- 
Ice Department, the FBI had 
no authorization to wiretap or 
bucyfhe Rev. Dr. Martin Lu 
th er King Jr. 


1$ 


In an interview, Clark said 
The implication that people 
thought Dr. King was a team 
ty threat are outrageous.” 

Clark also denied that he 
ver had authorized the FBI to 
iug or wiretap Elijah Mu 
hammad, leader of the Black 
Muslims. 

Clark’s statement raises the 
Question of whether the FBI 
acted without authority in con 
ducting electronic surveillance 
of the two Negro leaders while 
Clark was In office. It also 
Suggests that the FBI may 
have violated the 1S65 Execu 
tive Order by President John 
son providing that so wire 
tapping "shall be undertaken 
or continued without first ob- 
taining the approval of the 
Attorney General." 

The first official acknowl 
edgement that Dr. King and 
Muhammad had been moni- 
tored came list week in Hous- 
ton during a Federal court 
bearing on the appeal by for- 
mer heavyweight champion 
Cissius Clay of his 1967 draft 
refusal conviction. 

| Clay contends that FBI 
eavesdropping on his converse 
tions with Dr. King and Mu- 
hammad tainted his conviction. 
Confirmation that Dr. King’s 
* borne fka|( was tapped from 
pntiTaround the time of 
ii nation, April 4, 
i me from FBI agent 
Nichols. Asked if the 
tlnued until the jssassi-i 
godded “t 



le, Nichols j 
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idquerters 

teiheril late Friday refer-! 

A*ing newsmen to Director J.; 
pidgar Hoover** testimony be-, 
fore a House subcommittee on 
appropriation* In the years 

1 1985 through 1988. ' Ulrhe Dailv World 

Hoover testified then that**. * llT" ® \ 

the taps all were authorized in. — ■ i H TTl 1 ^ New L-eadef 
advance and in writing by 
JUtorney General then in 
fcce. A Justice Department 
spokesman termed Hoover’s 
testimony “accurate in every 
. respect" . tv j 
. Mark aaid be required the 
jFBI, over whom he was the 
’nominal superior, to give him 
every three months a list of 
individual* under electronic 
surveillance. 

The names ef Dr. Eihg anfi 
Muhammad never appeared on 
such a list, he said. ! 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSiHED 
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X have received your communication of Jane 24th, 
witii ^ closure, ifid ccrtilnly ipprcdtli your kind remarks 

** ds * -arming my administration of the FBI. I hope that 
<xu Iw-.are efforts will continue to merit your approval. In view 
oi your concern, I am enclosing an article which seta forth the 
F&Te position concerning the Martin Lather King, Jr., wiretap 


coatrorerey. 


i - 1969 


Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




"The Evening Star*’ article regarding King wiretap, 9-19-69 

L b ± 

* ritc.n-sEVDiae 

j^PTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable With correspondent. 
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t-T .'?£ UHljIZl 


'7^ jw^ 


h 4v ? ti n, Texas 

- r 24, 1969 


Mx. T«boa_ 
Mr. t>«I^d 
MrJJ/L. 


M ' ; 3lJ^ « 
Mr. fr — h| 

Mi. F.'i l 
Mr. v>.i* 4 

Mr. Rv»na _ 
Mr. iu.'. vu 

Mr. Tavd 

Mr. TroUer 
T elt Roan _ 
Min Hotmw 
Mias Gaadr. 


Dear Sir, I 

Thank ycu foy ; •*. towsrd law and order la j 

this nation, and the nv-^r ’ ion - -s Constitution. I an sure that 
there have been na ny heart-Lrsakin,*; moments for you in your years of 
service due to Supreme Court iecie? mu, politically activated acts, 
and unfair criticise by uninformed individuals. This country is 
fortunate in that we have had nonao;;* with your ability and integrity, 
«e humbly ask that you reaain as lon^ as you feel physically able, foi 
America is sorely in need of worthy 3 adders. | 

The enclosed artiel; has eaten upon heart like a cancer. Ien*t 
there some way that th* truth about Xing and ftcae of the Conspiracy j 
can be published ? It is time that the Myth that surrounds is 
ended and the jwblic is informed as to what he was up to. There are 
a lot of Blaek lfilitiants in this area, and gun registration won*t 

stop their intentions. Concerned eititans are keeping their eyes 


A Grateful Cititan 
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‘M ■•v&fc'f ■ t. ... v- iffiBfe 
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il’.r.n when 
:. ability to 
j^at to 

. <, . A. lot of peril 

•t the public 
;<of it — to 
..iiiiv|ons of a 
, -al Kiy^prelaps 
of homes and 

.Hep;: rimer.! official 
.vV-iV. in Federal 
u tl:at Dr. Martin 
"... c was under 
s: . xsll.mce in 1 904 
' i>;v ’ F”! ;igcnt who 

>rv:.od this surveillance told 
• i! was my 
: ia.-.ca.- that it went on 

whole truth is that Dr. 
phones were tapped, his 
: rooms busged. and he was 
anally shadowed right up to 
lime he was slain in 
nphis on April 4. 15GS. 


v. * .11 agent, C. Barry 
I ... v, told the court in 
-Houston, Texas, -that lor four 
solid years he had listened eight 
hours a day. fn-e days a week, 
to the conversations of Elijah 
Muhammad, leader of the Black 
Muslims.* Pickett employe' bem 
a telephone wiretap and a 
microphone planted in Mr. 
Muhammad’s home. 

These cases of electronic 
eavesdropping, which violate 
both federal law and a 
Presidential executive order, 
were disclosed in a hearing on 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay’s effort 
to overturn a five year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These buggings, which caught 
some Clay conversations in 
their -net.” are but a fraction 
of the illegal wiretaps that have 
moved this country far closer to 
a police state than most 
Americans realize. 


n indif* :: 

rra. uoi. J *<- part of must 
Americans? 

First, there is the general FBI 
Juslificaticr. for such tactics:, 
“national ^eur^y.” ’ 

^ r *‘ ' ’ Cen. Bam'*-* 

s v®phaucail 

1 ' !<i i-sd no authority" 

to wiretap or bug Dr. King 
asserts that “the implication 

Uwt people thought Dr. King 
was a security threat is 
■ outrageous.” 

Still, that term “national 

security” is more powerful than 
“motherhood.” / or it evokes 
fear, and men still surrender 
more things - including liberty 
— out of fear than they do out 
of love. 


as IL.-i p. 
hear cf the vn 
hogging of r ‘r 
Clark pOiMbiy * 
tmawar e,v r rij 


— ■ ^ V* 

justifying lar^e. 
j by titillating so.rt^P 
men and feeding a- 
ammunition to Soi. 
who despised the civ., j 
■ leader — all by w ■ 
revealing “tidbits” pickvv 
through the wiretaps 
; hoggings? 

Was Clark unaware tr.,-.* 
certain FBI officials wc.-e 
roaming the country leaking t u 
newspaper editors poisonous 


* :cne ‘ s about Dr. King and what 
~' c Usings allegedly had 

r t-'. £*3i t .a? 

Every joey else in Washington 
an - v consequence knew it, and 
many deplore it, but no one 
seemed to know how to go about 
making the FBI bend to the 

la us of the land. 

Ti.cre is a no;-too-flippant 
assumption i.-, Washington that 
“• Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because all 
”- c rcc ent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew too much 
about them to be replaced. So 
not only was he not replaced by 
any of the younger, very able 
Ffll men in the normal course 
of things, but Presidents 
Johnson and \ixon have felt it 
wise or expedient to waive a 
law saying Hoover has reached 


the rocking chair age. 

Hoover ought to be replaced 
as FBI director' — immediately. 

As Washington agency heads 
go. Hoover may have done a 
better job than most. But the 
people of this country knew 
something when they limited the 
time one man might serve in 
the Presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdoms as inimical to 
the democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come to 
cherish. 

If it is dangerous to have one 
man serve three full terms as 
President, it is far more 
dangerous to have one man take 
lifetime possession of a powerful 
police-investigative agency that 
prods into the deepest secrets of 
the most prominent, most 
honored citizens and has the 


power to discredit, even 
destroy, almost, anyone. The 
kind of abuse of and contempt 
for the law manifest in the King 
and Muhammad eavesdropping 
becomes almost inevitable when 
a man is left in a key job as 
long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as concerned 
about the preservation of 
democracy and liberty as his 
speeches suggest, he would have 
resigned long ago. He would not 
keep putting Presidents in the 
political bind of deciding to keep 
him or ease him out. 

It is dear Hoover has no 
intention of resigning. So when . 
docs the President muster the 
courage to say: “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant 
Goodbye/’! 
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ReNYtels to Bureau 6/21/69 and 6/22/69. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an article 
-ring in the p New York Post’ 1 , June 20, 1969, page 53, 

■ c-ned, "ABout Hoover, King and RFK," by JAMES A. WECHSLER. 

^^^New York Office will report further information from 
■i^^^when obtained. 


NO LHM to follow. 
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•£RE!N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

■■ TE £ • _J.\ e Ste&Q^ 

53 


out Hoover, 

■ ! mg and RFK « 

if 

,L - JAMES fiT’WECHSLEn CL L 

| j i):i r drc ar.d belief, Robert F. Kennedy 

i d ; .>■ i' ir lapping on Martin Luther King. It 

vs?; not a de f i i . he viewed in retrospect with any pride. 

Thr.’ is crc - .... ine current FBI effort to document 

KciiM E!' ■ »m oiv b vhe case has a quality of posthumous 

j obscenity. 

For the issue obscured by these self-serving and l*clsted FBI 

• exerciser in revelation is whether this outrageous intrusion was 
Kennedy's idea or her j* was a response to the kind of data 
that J, Ed go Uj,.-vi. bar inflicted on innumerable Atiorneys 
General in t» easing '• < .he sanction he obtained from Kennedy, 

This is no simplistic apologia for P.FK. I should like to 

* belio e that he wou’c nave responded differently if the issue 
had been pre.-ented te mm later in bis life. But this cannot be 
proved V' h:_: T dc - c. ri the basis ot personal conversation 
7- is that he had r. dc ; cning concern about the FBI director s , 
role during bis fin.il years on earth and that he would almost 
certainly have i.-r meyd for Hoover’s retirement if he had 
uchu .ed the Presidency. 


★ * 

Vhat Is Intolerably sickening about the present Micce*«»icn 

of official and unofficial releases from Mr. Hoover’s office Is 
that i hey seem designed to stain the lives of both Dr. King and 
Bob Kennedy. 

It is understandable that Mr. Hoover should feel a certain 
indignxt^p about published reports that he acted on his own, 
and^fherefor* lawlessly, in ordering the surveillance on Dr. King, 


/ 


/ 



ENCLOSURE 



«X v 


So kt us grant hfm the t- “* 1 . d Robert Ke;» 

nedy — as he had so many other »xrvf *■'* the same office-* 

into ratifying a dreary siioepiifc excrete. 

— It is the unhappy history of th> 7 ou Dept. that Hoover 
has for so long exerted vh'.> kin.-- 1 ' ecoun..ous political black* 

mail. In this bis ta nee he cmni-’or.icai*" <■ Kennedy the view 
that King was in contort with r?i;, ; n Su-'oct characters; if 
Kennedy ignored the warning and King p*vved to be a bomb 
thrower (rather than a victim >. the F7f *t public relations 

apparatus would have quickly whispered the word to the Wash- 
ington press corps that the Attorney Gcm-ial had capriciously 
rejected Hoover s pica for continuing ikrurity of this danger- 
ous man. 

In fact what Hoover “got" on Kir.. \ •.* . -nat he had a play 
ful quality in his life, and tr.at the uvil lights movement did 
not always obey the codes of private Puritanism. Certainly It 
was also true that he met with many vark-Ges of political men, 
some of them with FBI dossiers, but his essential Integrity 
and political independence were never sciiously challenged. Only 
the crude foi mat of "taw" FBI material could have tendered 
him guilty by association. 

. * * * 

Painful *s tome of the Irrelevant details may he. It Is time 
that the full sto*y be unfolded. This, I believe, is what both 
* T>v. King and Robert Kennedy would have wanted in the light 
of the FBI’s current release of selective infoimaiion and of the 
appairnt expansion of v.n c i>ping under the regime of Attorney 
General Mitchell. 

The question is not whether Martin Luther King was a 
personal saint, or whether Kennedy should have asked many 
more questions before kiting Hoover run wild. It is whether 
the FBI should be allowed and encouraged to collect random 
information about public men that can eventually become 
/ weapons of blackmail. 

When J. Edgar Hoover branded Dr. King “Ihe most not orb 
) ous liar in the country" runt King had assaikd the FBI’s 
A laggard activity in civil rights vases— King could not fight back 
. effectively because he knew that some aspects of his personal 
. life had been monitored by Hoover’s men. This was political 
terrorism of the vilest sort. Now since Mr. Hoover has chosen 
- to perpetuate the battle— against both King and Kennedy — 
because of his sensitivity to journalistic criticism, it is time the 
whole story was aired before a Congressional tribunal, Tho 
two dead men cannot be injured by such an Inquest; many” 
living men may be spared injustice and Indignity at the hands 
of an organization that too long ago became a state within 
% state. 
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In memorandum from G.C. Moore to Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director 
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H. R. Gross (R. - Iowa), 
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his 
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not possible to 
furnish him any additional data. ^ 

S f 

With the Director’s approval, Bishop contacted ^ / > 

Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69, Congressman Gross f 
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be 
possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press, 
he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated 
that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969, was motivated solely 
by the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the 
Director wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in 
making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King and m; facts concerning the communist 
associations and influence over Dr. King, 

Congressman Gross requested that Mr. Hoover send him 
a brief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that 
it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman 
Gross may retain it in his files for record purposes in the event any 
inquiries should be made of him on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. 

^nclosur ^ 

t - Mr. De Loach - Enclosure r 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure ^ , 

X^for. Gale - Enclosure y / s\ ? 1/ 

\ - Mr. M. A. Jones - Enclosure V 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dale — June 22, 1969 


Attached relates to article 
by James A. Wechsler which appeared 
in the ,f New York Post,” a New York City 
daily newspaper, edition of 6/20/69. 

The article pertains to our special 
coverage on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Wechsler has been a long- 
time critic of the Bureau and, as can 
be expected, this article is also 
critical. 

Due to nature of Information 
contained in teletype, no dissemination 
being made. 
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' A P 1 1 N L!.-THE r KING; RACIAL MATTE; 


THE FOLLOWING 1 ? A SYNOPSIS CF A" - 
"NEW YORK POST" F r ID ts Y JUNE TWENTY f Nl\--. 


niCLE IN THF 

ieen sixty 


NINE, PAGE FIFTY TH D EE , CAPTIONED -ABOUT HOOVER, KING 
AND RF*" BY JAMES a ^^FCFSLFR . / 1 r ; r , 

Kennedy on mnoRizE a Tap on king, it was a 

DECISION HE LATEF VIEWED WITHOUT PRIDE. CURRENT FBI 
EFFOPTS U *VE a QUALITY CF "POSTHUMOUS OF SEN I TY" » 


.A^t 

7)4 4^1 


"V’HAT I DO KNOW, ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL CONVERSATION, 


IS THAT 


C KENNEDY) HAD A DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT THE 


FBI DIPECiOF'S POLE DURING HIS FINAL YEARS ON EARTH. - r\ * 1/19 

REC 13 IPO -/&£ L ~ 3<o>l 

AND THAT HE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE ARRANGED FCTT" ' 


HOOVER * 3 PEJJREMENT IF HE HAD ACHIEVED THE PRES I 30 1969 

i END PAH f t) Nr. 1 
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F* I SPfOKTS SEEK DRST , . . . LIVES OF BOTH 

KING AND KENNEDY. 

LET US OP A NT THAT HOOVE* BEGiiL;/ KENNEDY AS HE DID 
OTHER ATTORNEYS GENERAL INTO r A DREARY SNOOPING 

EXERCISE. THIS IS REFERRED TO BY VcCHSLER AS "POLITICAL 
BLACKMAIL." 

IF KENNEDY IGNORED HOOVER * S WA-UNG ABOUT KING, 

AND KING TURNED OUT TO BE A 90*!* SHELL, THE FBI SKILLED 
PUBLIC RELATIONS APPARATUS WOULD WHISPER KENNEDY'S 
REJECTION CF HOOVER’S PLEA. 

VECHSLE C CLAIMS KING COULD NOT ANSWER HOOVER’ S 
STATEMENTS BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT SOME ASPECTS OF HIS 
PERSONAL LIFE HAD SEEN MONITORED BY THE FBI. HOOVER’S 
CURRENT "RELEASE OF SELECTIVE INFORMATION" IS DUE 
TO HIS SENSITIVITY OF CENTRALIST IC CRITICISM. 

WECHSLER CALLS FOR THE ENTIRE STORY TO BE AIRED 
SO THAT "MANY LIVING MEN MAY BE SPARED INJUSTICE AND 
INDIGNITY AT THE HANDS OF AN ORGANIZATION THAT TOO LONG 
AGO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE." 

XEROCOPIES OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE ARE BEING 
PROMPTLY" FOPWARDED TC THE BUREAU. 

END 

FBI WASH'Uf* riWL gQ. ME. SULLIVAN 
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:r ' LIAM C. BARTON, ASSOCIATED PRESS ¥n , 

- ..-iN IvIC KENZIE, WASHINGTON POST — - 1 

REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTOR /■■ . V 

... . B ° th Barton of the AP and McKenzie from the Post conta* ’r-M 

ouice yesterday to request personal interviews with the Director. 

*‘ a * Barton advised that in view of the interview given by Mr. Hoover wl 'c- 
appeared in the Detroit Free Press, his desk had requested him to make a 
formal request of the Director. The Director's extremely heavy schedule 
. was explained to Mr. Barton and he said he fully understood the problem. 

It will be recalled that followin^the story in the Star last 
wee^ concerning the wiretaps on MartinLuther King that McKenzie, fron. 

requested an interview- -andwas tolTquIteTirmly that the Director 
. d not grant an interview to him. In his call last evening, McKenzie 
was most persistent and again referred to the Star interview and sa'T^t 

ZTftl ° f the ? atr f 0lt , Free Press story > they felt ^ the m °re they should 
; f0r ** exclusive interview with the Director. He asked 

j ' he be caU . e fu t0 ^ y WU ‘" the Direct °r T s decision and he will be informed, 
l of course, that the Director will not grant an interview. 


For information. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 

HPLrhak (6) 

Jjjd'j 


1 - Miss Gandy n q TR ecordS" 

1 - Miss Holmes $Z SS& 
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omestic Intelligence Division 
INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dgt . 6/20/69 


Attached relates to a conversation 
between Coretta King and Stanley Levison 
during which Mrs. King advised she had 
been contacted by Ethel Kennedy (Mrs. 
Robert F. Kennedy) on 6/20/69 and that 
Ethel Kennedy said she was sorry about 
what has been in the paper. (Apparently 
referring to the article concerning the 
authorization from Robert F. Kennedy to tJ; 
Martin Luther King's telephones). 

Levison felt the entire affair will be 
forgotten, but that FBI Director Hoover 
will be bothered by it because it leaves 
him as the man responsible. Mrs. King 
agreed stating, "I feels like he is the 
most guilty. M Levison was a secret > 
member of the Communist Party as late as 
1964. 




In view of the nature of this 
information and the secret source from / I 
which it was obtained, no dissemination^ 
is being made. ^ 
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0 / alias 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JP. S*-C, C^j Aj. ^ 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN: ATLANTA ( yjx 
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THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED 




SIXTYNIfs’E: 


ON JUNE TWO ZEFO, 


Exempt frem 

rxT^'fxk 0 ,^ 




(CLASSIFY m S£^0T) ON JUNE TWO ZERO, N 

sixiYNif!£: * /- 

Date of Dc< h < 

ON JUNE TWO ZEFO , 'S^XTYNINE, CC^fm^FTNC FOLD 
STANLEY LEVI SON THAT ETHEL KENNEDY HAD CONTACTED HER THAT '•.yjbr&>; 
DATE TO SAY SHE WAS SOPRY A3CUT mJ HAS SEEN IN THE PAPER 
(APPRENTLY REFEPPING TO THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION 
FROM POBERT F. KENNEDY, WHEN ATTCPNEY GENERAL, TO 
MARTIN LUTHER KING’S TELEPHONES). CCRETTA ADDED THAT ETHEL _ 


DDED THAT ETHEL ^ W -A**’ : 

/00 '/o(s(r '.'O -3tif */%% 

IT INTERFERE WITH <%> rt ^ 


KENNEDY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH 
THEIR FRIENDSHIP. CORETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SHE UNDERSTOOD 
HOW THE PRESS CAN BE DECISIVE AT TIMES AND THAT ThI? 

COLOR HER ATTITUDE IN ANYWAY TOWARD THE (KENNEDY) FAMILY. * <J 
COPSTTA ALSO TOLD LEVISCN THAT ETHEL KENNEDY SAID ]^L , j 


W HEY" HfD A MEETING AT HER 


US, NIGHT AND TALKED 


E£D P AC R AL''s 

7 ^M 10196 S ;V£-T. 


ttP. t!£lv«x« rn* the DOCTOR 
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LORETTA said 

- * 

imi abuui 


PAGF TWO | 

■ . CP *>i§r „af *H.. 

. . KNOW WHAT ETHEL KENNEU T s 
Ji WANT TO ASK HER. 

. JEON COMMENTED THAT HE FELT COfiiJTA’S ANSWER ■ 
.,j ..... / RIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS NO POINT IN ATTEMPTING _ 

T.j ASSESS WHAT ROLE BOBBY KENNEDY PLAYED SINCE THERE IS BO*' 

WAY Or REALLY KNOWING. 

COREXTA STATED THAT THIS WAS "SORT OF PASSING THE 
RUCK, AND THEY’RE TRYING TO PUT IT ALL OFF ON HIM*. SHE 
ADDED THAT HE KAY HAVE AGREED AND GONE ALONG WITH IT. 


f 


FELT B093Y KENNEDY WAS INVOLVED OR NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A 
FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. HE SAID IF KING FELT BOBBY 
KENNEDY HAD DONE ANYTHING, HE FORGAVE HIM NO DOUBT BASED ON 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TIME, THE FACT HE WAS ALWAYS 
SUPER NERVOUS A3 OUT HIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY). 
LEVISON SAID THIS IS THE ATTITUDE CORETTA SHOULD TAKE. HE 
SAID IF THE PRESS "WANTS TO DIG UP GARBAGE" IT SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. 


ETHEL KENNEDY, THE PHONE RANG AGAIN AND THAT THE GIRL WHO 

* 

END PA8E TWO 2- 
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SENATOR KENNEDY. CORETt A SAID, HGWtVER, 
SHE AND LEVISON AGREED THAT SENATOR 




HAVE FOUND OUT THAT ETHEL CONTACTED CORETT 

£ - O'- !: « 

GO' THROUGH KITH THE CALL. 




LARK, AND THAT CL ARIL'S 


.iiWJLD THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT 
' ANY LIBERALS WHO RESENT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER'S 
•“■COVER GAVE AN ANSWER. ^JJE ADDED THAT HOOVER 
■vWCRED BACK BY (RAMSEYi, 

■ i GMT. 

:: SAVE HIS OPINION THAT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR 
* AWAY" AND ADDED THAT ”IT'S NOT THE KIND OF THING 
r£~? GOING.” LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE 
' BUT THAT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER WILL BE BOTHERED BY IT 
T - LEAVES HIP! AS THE WAN RESPONSIBLE. 

COPFITA AGREED, STATING "I FEELS LIKE HE IS THE,, 

KOSI GuiLir." 

I * E>' I SON COMMENTED THAT CORETTA'S SUGGESTION THAT SHE 
GET Tr~F T HEB WITH ETHEL KENNEDY COULD BE FRUITFUL A ND SHOUL if 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

BE DONE REASONABLY SOON. LEVISON SUGGESTED THAI CORETTA 

SET UP THE MEETING AND THAT THEY COULD TALK jlABOUT IT BEFORE 

SHE AND ETHEL KENNEDY MEET. 

£/no 

NO yim BEING SUBMITTED. 
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^e ^ached<^i , regarding M *. C ona« 1, , t 

M ax^Un Lutli^ rj^ng an d newspaper “**• FELT Vfc?S^— I 
articles were senFTo^the Director * 

from an anonymous source. * r — " 

Envelope is postmarked 
San Francisco, California, 

June 25, 1969. 
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The above picture was mode by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
UFolk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The i.hoto- 


UFolk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The (.hofo- 
vgrapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
cJhe Highlonder Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Teji-J 
nessee at o later date. 


Those numbered in the picture are: 

f\. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 

% Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twelve years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
United States. 

' 2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans- 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlonder Folk School for Communist Training, Monteogle, 
Tennessee. 


These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brou^. 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist dec*?!:: 


. :sturbarK.», strife 
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rHI AUGUSTA £&U*S*fc IN THE FltOT G* FREEDOM 

Copies ovoiloble^ 100 for $ 1 .00 (include . X: -»;.••••-. .or po»i*i3u) 

Alert Americano Association. Box 1222, T * iL, ColLL 900?^ 

Order RI GHT WING DIRECTORY^ flying oil Righ, Wing Activities _ 
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G?;t V 
to c-o.-i- 

lance. 

But . 
nothin.; 
facet .•-* • 
con tin up- 
rights It 

after. Ke.i. .... . i? 

attorney y\z\ - v ao- 
tember, r 4 
The T ; -y lei -.ed 
Wednesday fma r ’• * r 
governrr.-'; [;•..» 

FBI recor:'. h 
on Dr. K ... 
talned frjir" W 
10S3, unti’ A 3-11 30, - '3. 

when then Arty. Gt-n. Ni- 
cholas D. K&i.erb&i; or- 
dered it removed. 

Letter it Bc-vm 

The FBI rncn.rnent *.x>k 
the torm of a ielter to 
columnist Vzr- 1. 
from Clyde A. Tolsor., FBI 
associate director. Tolscn 
denounced as "malicious" 
and "scurrilous" Rouen's 


tcions 

then 

cnited 

:man re- 
* to an- 
•aUed by 
which h* 

’ for itself. We 
ft comment at 


the tap on Dr. King's 
Atlanta home phone. 

It was also learned from 
gov ernment sources Wed- 
nesday that, the FBI first 
obtained authorization to 
tap Dr. King’s phone from 
Aity. Gen. Kennedy in 
October, 1963. 

The bureau, these sour- 
call laV* c-7 r ’.57 v I rp ' Mid, requested and 

Dirertnr / u ' E ‘ ! Teceived authoritv to in- 
to H e ( j stall the tap to check on 

10 be replaced because o( | Dr Km -- S a F lkged cor-Uc . 

with a Communist Party 
member. At the time, the 
FBI w a s in vestigating 


the eavesdropping. 

* - . - the wiretap on 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

was specifically appio *d _ 

m advance in writing by whether the civil right* 
»he late attorney general movement had been infil- 
ui the United States. Mr. :'* rat ed by Communists. 
Robert F. Kennedy," To!- i It could not be learned 
•on said in his letter to whether Kennedy ever 
, «Ued a halt to the electro- 

This device was strictly nic surveillance of Dr* 
-n the field of in ternal King. 

Reliable sources said 
Katrer.b-.rh. who succeed 


er Report or= 

P p4k.£i 


• v • . rJ 

Ex-Attorneys General Criticize ri?.: ch 
on Saying Robert Kennedy Initiated 0 si 



BY BO.VALD J. O c *i KOW 

Tam* SU*» 


*"• Department law- 

s ' ‘-i„v acknow- 

a 

-^ r . lhe -* st time 

2 : 

-t.:is i ihat the FBI had 

£2: o 

mordtorirg Dr. King. 


: : d;«c!:*sure was made 

O u., 

a hearing in Houston on 


c-m appeal by ex-heavy- 


y-vighL boxir.g champion 

2 3 

Muhsmmad Ali from his 

cS" 

conviction for refusing to 


be drafted. 

^ ZD’ 

All’s conversation with 


Dr. King was picked up by 


I 



ASHIKGTON — Two 
former attorneys general 
accused J. Edgar Hoover 
Thursday night of making 
|*f a I s e* and "deceptive" 
fetatemsnts after the FBI 
rjlLrector was quoted as 
paying Robert F. Kennedy 
initiated a wiretap on Dr. 
Martin Luther King. 

£ Nicholas D. Katzenbach 
Atnd Ramsey Clark spoke 
"out after Hoover, in a 
x o p y r i ghted interview 
Av l th the Washington 
^Evening Star, said Kenne- 
dy, when attorney gene:- 
-al, not only authorized but 
proposed the tap because 
v>f reports Dr. King was 
associating with a lawyer 
Vith Communist connec- 
lions. 

| The King wiretap was 
■authorized after the FBI 
$nade a case that national 
Security was involved. At- 
torneys general have had 
♦presidential approval fer 
Wiretap 3 in cases of na- 
tional security since the 
Presidency of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

? Katzenbach, asked about 
VIoover's statement, said: 

.5 "... To say or imply 
ihat this tap was the 
priginal conception of 
^Robert Kennedy— that he 
7* as the moving force in 
?this situation — or that he 
■had any doubts what- 
as t0 Dr - King's 
or loyaUy 15 


general, did not learn of 
the tap immediately upon 
taking over- the Justice 
Department in September, 
I9C4. But it is known that 
he ordered ii removed 
April 30, 19 GO. 

Ramsey Clark, who took 
over from Katzenba :h Oct. 
1. 1%6, was the first 
attorney genera! f o ir.r.’J- 


h. K I 

rl 

*1 


tute a procedure . 
dically reviewing an riii- a i~ ■ 

Wiretapping. Clark has* ' . r 

told The Times that begin- C1,rk Comment s 
ning in December, 1956. he Clark, also asked for his 
required the bureau every reaction » said it was "de> 
three months to give him a ce P tive " for Hoover to 
list of ever}* person underf or tray the FBI as *3 
electronic surveillance reluctant eavesdropper of 

Clark said Dr. King's- Kin? " He ziizi: 
ed Kc- red v a. |* an:e never appeared on " Mr - Hoover repeatedly 

«n*ni: dS nb «ij“. *«• he. eancd^ues tj me to authorize 

outrageous the tmplica-* 81 wiretaps on Dr. King 
tion that people viev.ee! while I was attorney ge- 
Dr. King as a cecurity^eral. The r f \he-c 
threat. requ^ts, r* 1 * if vrt.ndi 

According to FBI re-vvas granted, ca~;e two 
cords, ihe tap was cut off days before the murder of 
April. 30, 1965. But a Dr. King." 
question has arisen as to In another act in th* 
whether it may have con- 

tinued :hi V W A «• o f o r tr if r 


of possible political re t 
cuss ions. 

Commenting on thi? 
legation, Katzenbaci' s' 
"Truth is seldom fou.. 
selective and partial 
closures of this t}q<e." 

KatZfcubac.. dec :r. 

amplify on this psrt 
statement which sup ; 
ed that Hoover pirk:- : 
chose among d«euir.er.* 
support hi^ claim ; 
fCennedy was the mo-. 
<orce behind the King ■: 
vellance. 

Katzenbach, in a * 
phone Interview jror- 
N*ew York home, so', 
was "unworthy 
tradition of the 
attack in this fashti- 
repuUtion of two 
(Kennedy and Dr. 
w'ho cannot defend 
selves." 

Called Unfa 

"What ka* beenT 
unfair to Sen. hj” 
and Dr. King ands i 
standards that IP/ I 
consonant with t>t » 
grity and senf-c or Jo 
which have ahvaysr r 
fore been the conVi 1 - 
of Mr. Hoover to 
administration. oV > * 
can justice," Kate:. 
said. ' • 

Katzenbach SerT^ 
deputy attorney * 
under Kennedy t\ 
ceeded him in the ; 
when Kennedy res;:::: 
run for the Senile 

Burke Marsha’ 1 
headed the Justice I>*. 
ment’a Civil Righ’s 
sion under Kennr y. 
ported Ae charge 
Hoover was citing ^ 
those document = that b 
up his assertio:*.?. 

Hoover t* * ch: ■ - 
ration cr 

u:ne:.i» co r r ;■ 
pally two p 
in order d:al 
adverse puV t- 

when he d:*) 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


N| FORMATIVE not 


1 / 26/69 


Attached wan received froa’a highly 
confidential source and concerns a 
telephone conversation between Andre* 

Young, Executive Vice President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, j 
and Stanley Levlson. Young said that he 
thinks Kunstler (believed to be William 
Kunstler, New York attorney for the 
Black Panther Party (BPP) , is about to 
file a suit enjoining the FBI from 
wire tapping BPP and several other f 
organizations. Levlson was a secret 
member of the Communist Party as late^ 
as 1964. , 

The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney 
General and Internal Security Division 
are being advised. , t C / 

ABK :TDR/ch*/li« ^ It fa '/ ' 
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S NEW YORK 100-156585 
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£ .SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

t-^RTIN LUTHER KING, JR.j SM-C JOO- A}). 

OfFICE OF ORIGIN - ATLANTA 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM b& 1,7(0) t 

twenty five sixtymne 

■CLASSIFY -SE#ET">. / 


\yQ**V 


h, r / 

ON SIX TWENTYFIVE SIXTYNINE, ANDpElTYOUN^, EXECUTIVE fi J 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE £ / 

^\1, vice-p r esiden t; sclc, ASKED STANLEYfCEVISON, if HE WAS -KEEPING gggMj/ 

?<^UP ON THE TIMES (NEW YORK TIMES) THING On’wIRE TAPPING" 

J (ALLUDING TO THE TAPPING OF TELEPHONES OF MARTIN LUTHER 

. KING,) LEVISON REPLIED THAT HE WAS AND YOUNG SAID THAT HE W.9 
f ^ 

‘ilk t THINKS THAT KUNSTLER IS ABOUT TO FILE A SUIT ENJOINING THE * „//7 

\ < 

I FBI AGAINST WIRE TAPPING THE BLACK PAjp HERS, JtfOMEN’ S STRIKE 


FOR PEACE, THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT C^DI^ATING COMMIUE^ j UN 27 1962 

c 7 — -ro- 

£r^ ’ r 

MR. BELflACH FOR THE mRECTGR I c . ^ 


END PAGE ONE 


MR. BEUQA.CH FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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■•F R ACI “I " *»•,(«• ,v*, .HP STUDENTS FOP A DEMOCRATIC 
,'ERYTHING TO THc lFT OF US." 


■ r ID THE PhCbLEK IS THAT KUNSTLER "IS TRYING 


[ sor.r. 

i 

| so RE' is i N THE SOUP bUT THAT’S JUST NOT OUR COMPANY. 
5 L~ AGREED. 


.z 


. / L^oiLEH IS BELIEVED TO 3E NY ATTORNEY WILLIAM 
. v BLACK PSNTHIK PARTY 

KUNTSl.ES, WHO IS CURRENTLY ACTING FOR BPP MEMBERS] 


{ INVOLVED I N ^EG AL ACTIONS IN NYC. 
NO L^M BEING SUBMITTED. 


UL 

to 


Atf uO?Y BEING SENT TO AT. 


END 
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